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God With Us
Advent Reflections by Henri Nouwen,

Thomas Merton and St. Mother Teresa
During Advent we are often so busy and stressed out that we find 
it difficult to discover God’s presence in our hectic lives. This handy 
easy-to-use booklet of daily reflections and prayers by Henri Nou-
wen, Thomas Merton and St. Mother Teresa encourages us to slow 
down and recognize that Christ is always coming into our lives and 
so we can now be better prepared to celebrate Christmas. Each day 
you will also find a related biblical verse and a brief thought to start 
your personal prayer. 

1

An Advent Journey with 

THOMAS MERTON, ST. MOTHER TERESA
& HENRI NOUWEN

God with Us
 Order Code 28-372 | 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages

1-99, $1.09 each | 100-499, $.89 each | 500 + $.69

POPE FRANCIS

ADVENT REFLECTIONS
FOR THE JUBILEE YEAR  BY 

HOPE
Pilgrims Of

POPE FRANCIS
Reflexiones de Adviento del 

ESPERANZA
Peregrinos de

para el Año Jubilar 2025 

Order Code 28-371 (English)
Order Code 28-379 (Spanish)

 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages
1-99, $1.09 each | 100-499, $.89 each | 500 + $.69

Pilgrims of Hope
Advent Reflections for the Jubilee Year by Pope Francis

As "Pilgrims of Hope," we prepare for the Jubilee Year with these Ad-
vent reflections from the words of Pope Francis. This booklet helps 
the reader focus on the true meaning of our Christian pilgrimage: 
seeking, encountering, and following Jesus. Guided by the Pope's 
reflections, the reader is invited to engage daily in meditation, prayer, 
and Scripture to draw closer to Christ and to celebrate the divine in-
carnation and embrace the sanctifying grace of 
God's presence. Also available in Spanish.

NEW!

Waiting
in

POPE FRANCIS, ST. MOTHER TERESA 
& FR. HENRI J. M. NOUWEN

Hope & Healing, Justice & Peace for Advent

Hope
Aguardandocon

PAPA FRANCISCO, SANTA MADRE TERESA 
EL PADRE HENRI J.M. NOUWEN

Esperanza y Sanación, Justicia y Paz para el Adviento

Esperanza
Order Code 26-351 (English)
Order Code 26-359 (Spanish)

 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages
1-99, $1.09 each | 100-499, $.89 each | 500 + $.69

Waiting in Hope
Pope Francis, St. Mother Teresa & Fr. Henri J.M. Nouwen

This booklet invites us to draw near to the Lord during Advent by 
focusing on four themes suggested by Pope Francis for responding 
to the problems of our world: hope and healing, justice and peace. 
During the four weeks of Advent, the reader is invited to not only the 
words of Pope Francis, but also to the insightful spiritual writings of 
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta and Fr. Henri J. M. 
Nouwen along with a related Scripture verse and 
a suggestion for personal reflection and prayer. 

Also available in Spanish.

NEW!



Christ Our Light
Daily Reflections on the 2024
Advent & Christmas Readings

This booklet offers daily reflections on the Advent and Christmas 
Mass readings by a variety of spiritual authors selected from our 
quarterly daily reflection booklet Words of Grace. Whether you at-
tend daily Mass or just want to connect more closely to the daily 
Scripture selections, these thoughtful meditations, prayer starters 
and "facts about the faith" can be used anytime when you want to 
take time to reflect and pray.

Our

Christ
Light

Daily Reflections on the Advent 2024 Mass Readings

Order Code 28-377 | 4" x 6" | 32 pages
1-99, $1.09 each | 100-499, $.89 each | 500 + $.69

AllSaintsPress.com Advent Devotional Booklets
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NEW!

Special Pricing for Booklets is always available for larger quantities. Call for details.
Previews of all booklets available at AllSaintsPress.com

Now Is The Time
Advent Reflections
from Pope Francis

Make the most of the Advent 
season by relying on the guid-
ance of Pope Francis about 
carrying out some of the fun-
damental tasks of Advent: wait-
ing, hoping, rejoicing and pray-
ing. Now is the Time to discover 
God’s presence for a renewed 
relationship with God and oth-
ers. Each day, you will find a 
daily reflection, a biblical verse 
and a brief thought to start your 
daily personal prayer.

Order Code 20-381 (English)
Order Code 20-389 (Spanish)

 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages
1-99, $1.09 each | 100-499, $.89 each

500 + $.69

Preparing the Way 
of the Lord

Advent Reflections From

Pope Francis

NowIs

theTime
PREPAREMOS EL

CAMINO DEL SEÑOR

Reflexiones de Adviento del 

Papa Francisco

¡Ahora es el

Momento!

Jesus:
The Coming One

Advent Reflections
from Pope Francis
& Henri Nouwen

Once again the Advent season 
invites us to spend extra time 
preparing for our celebration of 
Christ’s coming. In this booklet 
of reflections by Pope Francis 
and Fr. Henri J.M. Nouwen we 
not only remember Jesus’ com-
ing as a babe in Bethlehem and 
anticipate his coming in glory, 
but we concentrate on his com-
ing to us in our hearts and in 
our world.

Welcoming
the Christ Child

Advent Reflections
by Pope Francis

& Henri J.M. Nouwen

Spending this Advent with Pope 
Francis and Henri J.M. Nouwen 
is a good way to focus our at-
tention on Jesus’ incarnate 
presence with us in history and 
his resurrected presence with 
us today. Each day during Ad-
vent, this booklet concentrates 
on the welcoming actions of 
listening, praying, growing in 
holiness and working to make 
our world a better place.

THROUGH ADVENT WITH

POPE FRANCIS
& HENRI J.M. NOUWEN

The Coming One
JESUS

A TRAVÉS DEL ADVIENTO CON EL

PAPA FRANCISCO
& HENRI J.M. NOUWEN

El que Viene
JESÚS

Order Code 18-351 (English)
Order Code 18-359 (Spanish)

 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages
1-99, $1.09 each | 100-499, $.89 each

500 + $.69

Order Code 24-331

 5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages
1-99, $1.09 each | 100-499, $.89 each

500 + $.69

Also available in Spanish. Also available in Spanish.

POPE FRANCIS & HENRI J.M. NOUWEN
ADVENT REFLECTIONS BY 

CHRIST
CHILD

Welcoming the
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PRICE FOR BOOKLETS ON THIS PAGE:
(see individual descriptions for order codes)

4" x 6" | 16 pages | 1-99, $.74 each | 100-499, $.64 each
500 + $.54 each

Praising God’s Goodness!
Reflections on Mary’s Magnificat Prayer

Mary’s Magnificat prayer (Luke 1:47-56, 
from the first words, “my soul magnifies 
the Lord”) is a portrait of Mary’s soul that 
is entirely woven from threads of Scrip-
ture. This pocket-sized booklet offers 
brief reflections for each verse of Mary’s 
Magnificat to help you be more attuned 
to God’s presence in you and in your life. 
Order Code 24-335

Created
for Love

Praying through Advent with

St. Mother Teresa

Created for Love
Praying through Advent
with St. Mother Teresa

This collection of prayers taken from the 
writings of St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
reminds us what Advent is all about. For 
each day during Advent there is a brief 
prayer and a suggested scripture pas-
sage to help you deepen your sense of 
God’s presence and give yourself more 
fully to God. Order Code 22-315

1

Reflections on
Mary’s Magnificat Prayer

Praising God’s 
Goodness!

Open My Heart
Praying through Advent

with the Saints
Advent is and always has been 
a season for changing our 
hearts and drawing closer to 
God in prayer in anticipation of 
Christ's birth. This handy pock-
et-sized booklet offers a daily 
prayer from the saints through-
out the ages to inspire us and 
help us on our way to holiness 
this Advent. It is perfect for in-
dividual or family use, or as a 
daily prayer in school or before 
or after Mass in the parish.

Order Code 28-374

Understanding 
Christmas

An Explanation of the 
Holy Season

Understanding Christ-
mas is written to help 
Catholics develop a 
fuller understanding 
of this pivotal Christian 
celebration. The book-
let includes historical background, the origin of 
Christmas traditions and symbols, and an over-
view of the Christmas liturgical season. This en-
lightening resource is ideal for anyone interested 
in celebrating Christmas with deeper faith and 
meaning. Order Code 18-367

Understanding 
Advent

An Explanation of the 
Sacred Season

Understanding Advent 
is designed for anyone 
who may benefit from 
a fuller understand-
ing of the meaning of 
Advent. Including his-

torical background on the season along with an 
overview of its symbols, prayers and rituals, this 
diverse resource will help Catholics understand 
the Church’s celebration of “God’s time” through 
the liturgical calendar and the special place of 
Advent in the Church Year. Order Code 18-365

Christmas
UNDERSTANDING

Jerry Welte

Advent
UNDERSTANDING

Jerry Welte

Praying through Advent with the Saints

Open
My Heart

NEW!
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Advent 2024 Calendar
This colorful and convenient Advent Calendar suggests a brief 
verse from the daily Mass readings and encouragement for ap-
plying it to your daily life. This calendar is ideal for parishioners 
and families to use in their homes and makes for a great insert 
into parish mailings. Also Available in Spanish

Written by Steve Mueller. © Copyright 2024 by All Saints Press (800) 923-8618 & AllSaintsPress.com. 28-261

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Be Vigilant

Jesus asks us
to be attentive 
to the signs of 
his presence 

with us.
Luke 21:36

Jesus Will
Come to
Heal Us 

Let us trust in 
Jesus’ love for 

us.
Matthew 8:8

Change our Hearts, 
Holy Spirit!

Ask God’s Holy 
Spirit to trans-

form us. 

Isaiah 11:2-3

Jesus Fed  
the Hungry

What can we do 
this Advent to 

help the hungry?

Matthew 15:32

Jesus Opened the Eyes
of the Blind

Open your eyes 
to notice those 
who need help 

today.

Psalm 27:1

Jesus Sends Us to Do 
His Work Today

Do something 
good today 

without seeking 
thanks.

Matthew 10:8

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Prepare the Way

Let us remove 
any obstacles 
for God to 

draw near to us 
today.
Luke 3:4

Do Not  
Be Afraid!

Like Mary, let 
Christ be born 
again in you 

today.
Luke 1:30-32

Find  
the Lost! 

Notice those who 
are left out and 

include them in. 

Matthew 18:12-14

God Will Not  
Get Weary

Ask God to give 
you strength to 

change your life.

Isaiah 40:28-31

God Comes to  
Dwell with Us

Ask God to stay 
with you today. 

Zechariah 2:14

Follow God’s  
Ways! 

God has taught 
us how to live 

in love and 
service.

Isaiah 48:17-18

Heed
the Warnings
Be more

attentive today
to see the signs

of Jesus’ coming.

Matthew 17:11-12

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Rejoice in the Lord!

How might I 
show my joy 

that Christmas 
will soon be 

here? 
Philippians 4:4

God Is Hidden,  
but Near 

Ask God to open 
your eyes to 

God’s presence.

Numbers 24:15-17

Jesus Fulfills 
 Israel’s Hopes

All of Israel’s 
history leads to 

Jesus. 

Matthew 1:1-17

Joseph  
Accepts Jesus

Like Joseph, 
let us decide to 
focus our life on 

Jesus. 
Matthew 1:18-25

God Is  
Our Hope 

When God 
comes to us, our 
lives will change. 

Psalm 71:5-6

Nothing Is Impossible 
for God!

Mary’s “yes” 
makes God to be 

one of us.

Luke 1:36-38

Blessed Are You  
who Believed!

Like Elizabeth 
and Mary, how 

can we share our 
joy.

Luke 1:39-45

22 23 24

Sharing the
Good News

How might I 
share my Christ-
mas beliefs with 

others today?

Blessed Are You!

Like Elizabeth,
let us extend
ourselves to

others and share
our joy.

The Lord  
Is Coming! 

Pray with Zecha-
riah to complete 

your Advent 
preparation.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Act on  
God’s Word

Trust in God 
is expressed in 

our daily loving 
actions.

Matthew 7:24-25

St. Francis Xavier

25

Our Savior
Is Born

Rejoice because 
God’s love is 

revealed in Jesus. 

Luke 1:45 Luke 1:41-42 Luke 1:67-79 John 1:14

Daily Thoughts and Scripture Readings to Prepare for Christ’s Coming

Advent 2024
December St. Ambrose

Immaculate Conception Our Lady of Guadalupe St. Lucy St. John of the Cross

Christmas
A Christmas Blessing

On this day illumined by the gospel hope which springs from the 
humble stable of Bethlehem, I invoke the Christmas gift of joy and 
peace upon all: upon children and the elderly, upon young people 
and families, the poor and the marginalized. May Jesus, who was 
born for us, console all those afflicted by illness and suffering. May 
he sustain those who devote themselves to serving our brothers and 
sisters who are most in need. Happy Christmas to all!

—Pope Francis

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Make some home-
made decorations for 
your Christmas tree.

NATIONAL SOCK DAY VOLUNTEER DAY

Consider donating 
socks to those 

in-need during the 
cold months.

Who in your 
community could use 

some help?

1st Sunday in Advent

Saint Nicholas
St. Nicholas 

was a 
kind-hearted 
saint known 

for his 
generosity 
and love 

for children.

We get ready for 
Jesus by being kind, 
helpful, and sharing 

love with others 
as we wait for His 

birthday.

AdVent

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Make your own Christmas cards to send to 

neighbors, family, and nursing homes.
Saint LucyOur Lady of Guadalupe

St. Lucy wore candles      
on her head to help  
her see in 
the dark  
while she  
carried food  
to her friends  
hiding in  
tunnels.

John the Baptist 
tells his people to 

get ready for Jesus, 
who is coming to 

bring love and light 
into the world.

2nd Sunday in Advent

The Immaculate 
Conception

Mary was 
born pure 
and good, 
without 
any sin.

FIRST DAY OF
WINTER

Help clean a room 
in your home
to prepare for 

the coming  
of Jesus.

Poinsettas 
were referred 

to as the 
“Flowers of 

the Holy Night.”

Don't forget to feed 
the winter birds 

outside.

The Candy Cane:
The shepherd’s crook, 
used to bring lambs 

back into the fold
–a reminder that 

we are all our 
brother’s keeper.

Ask you family:  
If we have two or 

more coats, can we 
donate one to 

a shelter?

John the Baptist tells 
people to share, be 

kind, and help others 
because Jesus is com-
ing soon to bring joy 

and hope to everyone.
3rd Sunday in Advent

Let’s make 
paper 

snowflakes!

Each snowflake  
is different from 

every other. 

Did you ever think 
that people are like  

snowflakes... 
beautiful and 

one-of-a kind?  
That’s how  

          God made us!
Take a neighborhood 

walk tonight with 
your family. Let 

the Christmas lights 
remind you that the 

baby we are waiting for 
is the Light 

of the World.

Mary and Joseph are 
preparing for the birth 

of Jesus, the special 
baby who brings peace 
and love to the world.

4th Sunday in Advent

© Copyright 2024 by All Saints Press. St. Louis MO. (800) 923-8618 and allsaintspress.com    28-262

And you shall call him EMMANUEL, 
meaning “God is with us.”  –Matthew 1:23

Have you seen 
these flowers 

anywhere?

A circle 
reminds us 

of God’s love 
that never 

ends.

Help St. Nick get 
to the present.

St
ar

t h
er

e

 15 16 1 7  18 19 20 21

Give Christmas 
cookies to 
your local 

firefighters 
or police 
officers.

2024

Share with your family why you 
are grateful for Jesus’ birth.

And you shall call him 
EMMANUEL, meaning 

“God is with us.”
Matthew 1:23

 22 23

CHRISTMAS EVE CHRISTMAS DAY

24 25

 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

      A special lady who 
       appeared to Juan 
                      Diego in  
                         Mexico,  
                        spreading  
                          love and  
                          hope to 
                         every-
                          one.

Order Code 28-261 (English) | Order Code 28-269 (Spanish)

Advent 2024 Calendar for Children
Children can count down the days of Advent with this 
fun and interactive calendar. Children will find simple 
activities to connect with family and friends. You’ll 
also find a wealth of scripture and child-friendly hints 
to look for the deeper meaning of our Christmas cel-
ebration. Order Code 28-262

NEW!

NEW!

PRICE FOR EITHER ADULT OR KIDS CALENDAR
(see individual descriptions for order codes)

50-200, $.21 each | 250-450, $.17 each | 500 + $.13 each

Jubilee 2025 • Pilgrims of Hope
On May 9, 2024 Pope Francis solemnly announced that the Church’s Jubilee 
year 2025 “will be a Holy Year marked by a lively experience of grace and an 
opportunity to be renewed in the hope that does not fade, our hope in God."

Prepare for the Jubilee Year with these resources!

POPE FRANCIS
Reflexiones de Adviento del 

ESPERANZA
Peregrinos de

para el Año Jubilar 2025 POPE FRANCIS

ADVENT REFLECTIONS
FOR THE JUBILEE YEAR  BY 

HOPE
Pilgrims Of

Pilgrims of Hope
& Peregrinos de Esperanza

Advent Reflections
for the Jubilee Year

by Pope Francis
Available in both English and Spanish!

See page 2 for more details

We Are Pilgrims of Hope
On May 9, 2024 Pope Francis solemnly an-
nounced that the Church’s Jubilee year 2025 “will 
be a Holy Year marked by a lively experience of 
grace and an opportunity to be renewed in the 
hope that does not fade, our hope in God. May 
it help us to recover the confident trust that we 
require, in the Church and in society, in our in-
terpersonal relationships, in international rela-
tions, and in our task of promoting the dignity of 
all persons and respect for God’s gift of creation. 
May the witness of believers be for our world 
a leaven of authentic hope, a harbinger of new 
heavens and a new earth, where men and women 
will dwell in justice and harmony, in joyful expec-
tation of the fulfilment of the Lord’s promises.” 

“Hope is the virtue that gives inward direction 
and purpose to the life of believers so that we may 
bear credible and attractive witness to the faith 
and love that dwell in our hearts; that our faith 
may be joyful and our charity enthusiastic; and 
that each of us may be able to offer a smile, a 
small gesture of friendship, a kind look, a ready 
ear, a good deed, in the knowledge that, in the 
Spirit of Jesus, these can become, for those who 
receive them, rich seeds of hope.” 

Our Pilgrimage Journey to and with Jesus

A pilgrimage is both an outer journey to a sacred 
place, and an inner journey to meet Christ and 
deepen our relationship with him. Thus Pope 
Francis desires that this Jubilee Year be a time “to 
encourage and sustain the hope that guides our 
steps towards the goal of a genuine, personal en-
counter with the risen Lord Jesus, who is not only 
the destination of our earthly pilgrimage but also 
a constant presence in our lives. I invite every-
one to place their trust in the Lord who not only 
guides us, but is God-with-us, who loves us and 
walks with us in every circumstance of life. He 
shows us the path of love, lifts us up when we fall 
and supports us in our labors, opens our eyes to 
see our wretchedness and that of the world, but at 
the same time fills us with hope.”

Jubilee
2025

Jubilee 2025
Bulletin Insert

See page 7 for more details

Christian Life Is a Journey of Transformation
A journey always brings transformation and 
change. After a journey, we are different, having 
learned new things, met new people, and found 

inner strength amid hardships. 
In life, we must learn from our 
experiences. Our weariness and 
failures should not discour-
age us but be opportunities for 
growth toward Jesus. Life is not 
about showcasing our abilities 
but moving toward the One 

who loves us. With humility, we should keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus (Heb 12:2) to find the strength 
and hope to persevere. Hope motivates us to keep 
moving forward and look to the future, knowing 
that our journey leads to union with God.

Jesus, Our Pilgrimage Companion
Christ is not just a memory of the past, but 
“God-with-us” (Mt 1:23; 18:20; 28:20) who ac-
companies us through life’s events, giving mean-
ing to our journey and courage during suffering. 
He offers his Word and grace to enlighten and 
refresh us. We are never alone; Jesus walks beside 

us, accepts our weaknesses, and 
supports us. With him close, let 
us support each other and re-
new our trust.

Like the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, we recognize Jesus as 
our constant companion, open-
ing the scriptures to us through 

reading, reflection, and prayer. He is present in 
our homes and at eucharistic meals, transforming 
us into witnesses of the resurrection and sowers of 
hope. Our lives change when we can say with the 
Emmaus pilgrims, “Were not our hearts burn-
ing within us as he spoke to us on the way and 
opened the scriptures to us?” (Lk 24:32).

Jubilee 2025 was written by Steve Mueller.
© Copyright 2024 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.  28-155

Walking with Jesus on the Way to God
For the Jubilee Year 2025, Pope Francis reminds 
us that a pilgrimage is both an outer physical 

journey to a sacred 
place, and at the same 
time an inner spiri-
tual journey to meet 
Christ and in the pro-
cess to deepen our re-
lationship with him. 
Thus we can say that 
the core of Christian-
ity, our ultimate goal 
and also our fondest 

hope is this personal encounter with Christ, who 
is also always with us on this journey. 

Christian Life Is a Journey to Meet Jesus
For Christians, to hope means knowing we are 
on a journey with Christ toward the Father. 
The key is continuous union with Christ, our 
being with him (Mk 3:14). Our journey begins 
with Jesus’ question: 
“What are you look-
ing for?” (Jn 1:38). 
Seeking, encounter-
ing, and following Je-
sus is our pilgrimage. 
Discipleship means 
having an open heart, 
seeking Jesus not just 
for signs or informa-
tion, but to be with 
him, listen to his words, and find hope. Only 
encountering Jesus gives full meaning to life. Je-
sus wants to meet, listen to, and respond to us.

Pilgrims
of Hope

Jubilee 2025

Jubilee 
2025

Handout 
Card

See page 8 for 
more details

© Copyright 2024 by All Saints Press
(800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com  28-838

Pilgrims of Hope
2025 Jubilee Year Prayer

Father in heaven,
may the faith you have given us

in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope

for the coming of your Kingdom.
 

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators 

of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within 
both humanity and the whole cosmos

in the sure expectation of a 
new heaven and a new earth, when, 
with the powers of Evil vanquished,

your glory will shine eternally.
 

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever. Amen.

Jubilee 
2025

Prayer Card
See page 22 for 

more details

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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Grateful Service
A HOUSEHOLD ACTIVITY

Pope Francis says that “a grateful heart is sponta-
neously impelled to serve the Lord and to find ex-
pression in a life of service.” Pope John Paul II also 
encouraged us to bring “into people’s lives the love 
of Christ received at the Eucharistic table” (Dies Do-
mini, #73) and suggested that some ways to do this 
might be:

• Organize or contribute to a food drive, 
collecting non-perishable items for local 

shelters or food pantries.

• Look around in your neighborhood to 
find people who may need your help the 
most, for example, the sick, the elderly, 
children or immigrants who might feel 

their isolation, their needs and sufferings 
more intensely on this holiday.

• Invite those who are alone
to share a meal.

• Visit the sick.

• Help prepare and serve meals to those in 
need at a local soup kitchen.

• Organize a neighborhood clean-up to 
pick up litter and beautify the community.

• Perform random acts of kindness,
such as paying for someone’s groceries

or leaving a generous tip.

Thanksgiving Day
and The Church

Festivals thanking God for bountiful harvests have 
been common among all cultures and religions. Rit-
ual feasts of thanksgiving to Yahweh were a vital part 
of the Israelite religion, which had two thanksgiving 
festival periods, one in the spring and one in the fall.

The Church has never had a feast dedicated specifi-
cally to thanksgiving—likely because thanksgiving is 
already an integral part of all liturgical celebration. 
But in the late Middle Ages in Europe, thanksgiving 
themes became part of the feast day of St. Martin on 
Nov. 11.

The history of Thanksgiving Day in the U.S. reveals 
that the observance was primarily Protestant in its ori-
gins, and that wide Catholic recognition and accep-
tance of the holiday came late.

Traditionally, the first Thanksgiving was thought to be 
a festival in the fall of 1621 at the Pilgrim settlement 
in Plymouth, MA. Pilgrim settlers and Native Ameri-
cans celebrated a good harvest. By the 1660s, some 
New England communities were holding a Thanks-
giving feast annually, but it was not until two centu-
ries later that Abraham Lincoln set the last Thursday 
in November as Thanksgiving Day.

By the late 1800s, some Catholic priests forbade pa-
rishioners to celebrate what seemed to them a public 
Protestant festival. However, Cardinal James Gibbons 
of Baltimore allowed it. 

During the 1900s, Catholics were marking Thanks-
giving Day as many others were, with private family 
meals and celebrations, and, less so, by attending pa-
rades or other public events.

It was not until 1969 that the American Bishops 
Committee on the Liturgy prepared and published 
Lectionary readings and prayers for a Mass specifically 
for Thanksgiving Day.
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A Thanksgiving Day Prayer
Lord, we thank you for the goodness of our people 

and for the spirit of justice that fills this nation.
We thank you for the beauty and fullness
of the land and the challenge of the cities.
We thank you for our work and our rest,

for one another, and for our homes.
Accept our thanksgiving on this day.

We pray and give thanks
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

—Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers

f f

Although Thanksgiving is a national holiday, its celebration can certainly be enhanced 
because it echoes the basic orientation of our Christian faith. So let us not only thank God for 

the abundance of goods and freedoms we share as citizens, but also for the gift of God’s abiding 
presence in our lives.

Thanksgiving for a specific event is common in human experience. Indeed, such thanksgivings 
have given rise to the characteristic liturgies of both Judaism (the Passover Seder) and Christianity 
(the Eucharist, Greek for “thanksgiving”). In the Middle Ages, days of special thanksgiving were 
held to praise God for deliverance from famine, plague and war. This tradition was preserved by 

the Puritan settlers of Massachusetts.

The winter of 1620 had devastated the Puritans’ colony with famine and disease. 
Help from the Native Americans and a good growing season resulted in a gener-

ous harvest in 1621, an event the colony celebrated by proclaiming a public 
day of thanksgiving. Thus Thanksgiving was the first holiday celebrated by 
the Puritan settlers of Massachusetts. In 1789 President George Washington 

recognized an official day of “sincere and humble thanks.” Later, in 1863, Abraham 
Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving a national holiday to be celebrated on 

the final Thursday of November. In 1939 Congress changed this to the 
fourth Thursday.

We celebrate Thanksgiving as Christians and citizens. As we re-
member all the blessings that come from our faith and from our 
citizenship, we give thanks and dedicate ourselves to the respon-
sible use all our gifts to do God’s will. Thank you, Lord!

Thanksgiving

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed,
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,

giving thanks to God the Father through him.”—Colossians 3:17

The
“O Antiphons”

The O Antiphons refer to the seven 
verses that are recited (or chanted) 
preceding the Magnificat during Ves-
pers of the Liturgy of the Hours. They 
cover the special period of Advent 
preparation known as the Octave 
before Christmas, December 17-23. 
These antiphons form the basis of 
the Advent hymn, “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel,” put to music in 
15th century France.

December 17—O Wisdom, O holy 
Word of God, you govern all creation 
with your strong yet tender care. 
Come and show your people the way 
to salvation. 
December 18—O Sacred Lord of an-
cient Israel, who showed yourself to 
Moses in the burning bush, who gave 
him the holy law on Sinai mountain: 
come, stretch out your mighty hand 
to set us free. 
December 19—O Flower of Jesse’s 
Stem, you have been raised up as a 
sign for all peoples; kings stand silent 
in your presence; the nations bow 
down in worship before you. Come, 
let nothing keep you from coming to 
our aid. 
December 20—O Key of David, O 
royal Power of Israel controlling at 
your will the gate of heaven: come, 
break down the prison walls of death 
for those who dwell in darkness and 
the shadow of death; and lead your 
captive people into freedom. 
December 21—O Radiant Dawn, 
splendor of eternal light, sun of jus-
tice, come, shine on those who dwell 
in darkness and the shadow of death. 
December 22—O King of all the na-
tions, the only joy of every human 
heart, O Keystone of the mighty arch 
of humanity, come and save the crea-
ture you fashioned from the dust. 
December 23—O Emmanuel, king 
and lawgiver, desire of the  nations, 
Savior of all people, come and set us 
free, Lord our God.

Mass Readings for Advent 2024
1st Sunday Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:12—4:2; Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

2nd Sunday Baruch 5:1-9; Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; Luke 3:1-6

3rd Sunday Zephaniah 3:14-18; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18

4th Sunday Micah 5:1-4; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45

Feasts of Mary
During Advent & Christmas

Immaculate Conception December 8 (December 9th this year). Mary, con-
ceived through an act of love by her mother and father, was born free of 
original sin and its effects from the first moment of her existence. This spe-
cial privilege was conferred on her through God’s grace in anticipation of the 
Redemption.

Our Lady of Guadalupe December 12. This feast celebrates the apparition 
of Mary to Juan Diego in the hills near Mexico City in 1531. Diego’s cloak 
bore the image of Mary and has become Mexico’s most popular religious 
symbol. This appearance encouraged native peoples to embrace Christianity.

Mary, Mother of God January 1. The Council of Ephesus (431), one of 
the earliest councils of the Church, declared that Christ was divine as well as 
human and that Mary, therefore, could be called not only as “the Mother of 
Jesus,” but also as “the Mother of God.”

The Symbols of Advent
The Advent Wreath and the Colors of Advent are probably the most popu-
lar symbols of the season. The Advent wreath is a circular garland of ev-
ergreen branches where four candles (and often a fifth, in the center) are 
arranged. During Advent one candle on the wreath is lit each week repre-
senting the coming of the Lord. The first, second and fourth weeks’ candles 
are violet, the primary color of Advent, symbolizing royalty as we await the 
birth of Jesus Christ our King. The rose colored candle used during the third 
week represents joy as Christmas draws nearer. If used, white is the color of 
the center candle, representing the purity of Christ.

Another symbol, The Jesse Tree represents the family tree of Christ as a 
member of the royal family of King David, whose father was Jesse. Through 
this family history (see Mt 1:6-16), the story of God’s salvation plan is re-
called in the royal line from Jesse to the coming of the Messiah. Each day of 
Advent a homemade ornament is added to the Jesse Tree, a small tree made 
of evergreen branches. These symbolic ornaments each represent a family 
member, event or prophecy that moves God’s plan to fulfillment in Jesus.

Other symbols include a Nativity Scene (Crèche) representing the birth of 
Jesus, and often including figures of Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, shepherds, 
angels, and animals. Angels, which are significant in the Advent season as 
messengers of God’s announcement of Jesus’ birth to Mary, Joseph, and the 
shepherds. Evergreens, plants like holly, ivy, and pine represent eternal life 
and God’s everlasting love.
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Advent
SAYING “YES” TO GOD

The will of God is to make each of us “full of grace,” just like Mary. A wonderfully 
appropriate Scripture passage for Advent, the Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38) is a 
main part of the Christmas story.

Christ became human because Mary was willing to yield to 
“the power of the Most High.” Without Mary’s assent 

at the Annunciation, God’s plan for the Incarnation 
would have had to unfold another way. Mary’s co-
operation was essential, for God does not force his 
creatures to bend to his will. Rather, we are invited to 
cooperate with grace.

Mary serves as a model for each of us who have also been in-
vited to cooperate with God’s transforming presence. Christ 
can only be born in us if we, like Mary, are willing to say 

“Yes” to God’s invitation and open ourself to the life-giving 
power of the Holy Spirit. Like Mary, we are all called to nur-
ture and give birth to Jesus so that he may be born anew in 
our hearts and in our world.

When Mary said “Yes” to God, Christmas became possible. She agreed 
to bear Jesus in her womb. During Advent, each one of us needs to be 
able to say our own “Yes” to God as we prepare to celebrate Christmas—

and bear Jesus in our hearts.

YES to what has been... We affirm that Jesus was truly the Son of 
God, our Emmanuel, God-With-Us. We also believe that through his 

life, death and resurrection, he saved us from sin and death. Advent 
is a time for us to acknowledge that Christ came to save us, and 

he did just that by his dying and rising.

YES to what is... God is with us in all the joys and the 
sorrows of our lives. More than just a random collection 

of atoms, our lives are blessings given to 
us by God according to the divine 

plan. Advent prepares us to cel-
ebrate the presence of God in 
our lives and in the lives of oth-
er people, especially the poor.

YES to whatever will be... 
Lord of time itself, God presides 
over the future, each tomorrow as 
well as every millennium. As we 
yearn for the full coming of the 
kingdom of God, our desire for the 
coming of Christ gets renewed in Advent.

The Season of Affirmation

All Saints & All Souls
w Frequenty Asked Questions w

What is the Litany of the Saints?
The Litany of the Saints is one of the oldest prayers in continuous use 
in the Catholic Church. Most commonly recited on All Saints Day, 
forms of it were used as early as the third century, and the litany as we 
know it today was largely in place by the time of Pope St. Gregory the 
Great (540-604).

What is Purgatory?
Purgatory is a time of purification for those who die in God’s grace 
but lack the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. Purgatory, 
then, can be said to be the final phase of Christ’s applying to us the 
purifying redemption that he accomplished for us by his death on the 
cross.

What is the Communion of Saints?
The communion of saints is the spiritual solidarity which binds to-
gether the faithful on earth, the souls in purgatory, and the saints in 
heaven who all share a common salvation in Christ. Those who have 
passed from this world into Christ’s presence at death share the same 
salvation as believers who are alive today and as those who will come 
after us in the future.

What is intercessory prayer?
Intercessory prayer is prayer on behalf of another person. Catholics 
believe that we can pray for one another just as we can ask the saints 
to pray for us. In the same way, we can pray for those in purgatory. 
Intercession is an important reminder of the Communion of Saints.

What is Canonization?
Canonization is the process by which the Church recognizes that a 
person is united with God in heaven and may be publicly invoked 
as an example and witness to other Christians. Since the 10th cen-
tury, canonization has been regulated by the Vatican. The pope has 
the authority to canonize a person, usually after a lengthy process to 
determine whether on not the candidate lived a life of “extraordinary 
virtue.”

How is Halloween Related to All Saints?
The celebration of All Saints’ Day on November 1 began as a feast 
day commemorating all martyrs, confessors and virgins, including 
those whose names were not known. It was originally celebrated on 
the first Sunday after Pentecost, and the Eastern Church still observes 
this date. In the Western Church, the date was changed to November 
1 in order to counter pagan festivals held to appease the dangerous 
evil spirits associated with the coming of winter and darkness. The 
customs associated with these pagan celebrations are still visible in 
the secular observance of Halloween.  The word “hallow” is an old 
English word for a holy person or saint. Thus “Halloween” means “All 
Hallows’ Eve,” i.e., the evening before All Saints’ Day.

What is a 
Saint?

Saints, generally speaking, are those 
who follow Jesus Christ and live their 
lives according to his teaching.

The word saint literally means holy, 
and, in the New Testament, saint re-
ferred to all who believed in Jesus 
Christ and followed his teachings.

The meaning of the word began to 
change as Christianity began to spread 
and it became clear that some Chris-
tians lived lives of extraordinary, or 
heroic, virtue. The word saint thus be-
came more narrowly applied to these 
persons who became models of holi-
ness. Eventually, the Church created 
a process called canonization in which 
such venerable people could be offi-
cially recognized as saints.

Most of the saints have gone through 
this formal process of canonization. 
Others, such as St. Peter and St. Paul, 
received the title through acclamation, 
or the universal recognition of their 
holiness.

The Church urges us to venerate the 
saints, not worship them as we do God 
alone, by asking them to intercede on 
our behalf with God.
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“And we are united with all the saints: 
not only the most well known, from the 
calendar, but also those “next door”, 
our family members and acquain-
tances who are now part of that great 
multitude. Therefore, today is a family 
celebration. The saints are close to us, 
indeed they are our truest brothers and 
sisters. They understand us, love us, 
know what is truly good for us, help us 
and await us. They are happy and want 
us to be happy with them in paradise.”

—Pope Francis
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The Church has always respected the early witnesses, or 
martyrs, who died for their Christian faith. The history 
of the Church has many stories about the faith of these 
martyrs. They were rather like heroes and their stories 
have been good examples for all Christians throughout 
history. The Church later canonized many of the holy 
people whose names and stories were known. This 
meant that the Church formally recognized that their 
lives were holy by naming them as saints and enrolling 
them in the official list of saints.

However, there were thousands more early Christian 
martyrs and holy persons who were not canonized by 

the Church. In order to honor the memory 
of these unnamed saints, the Church 
dedicated a special feast day. This feast 
that we now know as All Saints Day 
started out as the feast of All Martyrs in 

the 4th century. Sometime between 731 
and 741, Pope Gregory III fixed November 

1 as the day dedicated to the honor of all saints.

All Souls’ Day, on November 2nd, is a day of remem-
brance for friends and loved ones who have passed 
away, and purposely follows All Saints’ Day in order to 
move the focus from the saints to ordinary people. Be-
cause not all the dead were being honored on All Saints 
Day, this day was set aside on which the dead awaiting 
entry to heaven in purgatory could 
benefit from the prayers of the liv-
ing. The feast day itself is rooted 
in the second century. In the 10th 
century, St. Odilo of Cluny estab-
lished a memorial of all the faithful 
departed. Rome added the feast to 
the Church’s liturgical calendar in 
the 13th century. 

The feast of All Souls reminds us of our mortality. We 
are all finite, mortal creatures. We are all loved by God, 
who has endowed us with an immortal soul. Our ulti-
mate destiny lies in God’s hands, and even death does 
not separate us from God’s love.

Remembering Our Beloved

All Saints & All Souls

All Saints & All Souls
Help your parishioners remember the important 
days of All Saints and All Souls with this infor-
mative insert. Colorfully illustrated, this insert 
explains history and background as well as offer-
ing a section of “Frequently Asked Questions” to 
guide parishioners with the terms and concepts 
associated with the season. Order Code 28-256

NEW! NEW!

Seasons of the
Liturgical year

Advent begins the liturgical year on the fourth Sunday before Christmas. A 
season of hope as well as penance, Advent features the writings of the Old 
Testament prophets in its Mass readings.

Christmas begins with Christmas Day, goes through Epiphany and concludes 
with the Baptism of the Lord. As a celebration of the Incarnation, the Christ-
mas season also highlights the manifestation of Christ’s divinity to the world.

Lent is a 40 day preparation for Easter that focuses on fasting, prayer and 
almsgiving. Lent is a time to reflect on how well we are living out our baptism.

The Paschal or Easter Triduum (from the Latin, three days) begins with the 
Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper and continues until Easter evening.

The Easter Season extends from Easter Sunday through Pentecost Sunday. 
During this time, the Church reflects on the mystery of our redemption 
through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus.

Ordinary Time is the only liturgical season that comes in two sections. The 
first begins with the Baptism of the Lord and goes until Ash Wednesday. The 
second follows Pentecost and concludes with the Feast of Christ the King.

The Lectionary
and the

Liturgical Year

In the Church Year, beginning with the 
First Sunday of Advent and conclud-
ing with the Solemnity of Christ the 
King, the Church celebrates and lives 
out the mystery of Christ. The history 
of salvation unfolds throughout this 
liturgical cycle.

The liturgical cycle divides the year 
into a series of seasons, each with its 
own mood and theological emphasis, 
which is expressed by different ways 
of decorating the church, the colors 
of the priest’s vestments (see below, 
right) and the scripture readings cho-
sen for each day found in the Lection-
ary for Mass. 

Before Vatican II, the selection of 
readings for the lectionary consisted 
of a one year cycle of two readings, 
one from a New Testament letter and 
one from one of the Gospels.

Vatican II wanted Catholics to be-
come more familiar with Scripture 
and so changed the Sunday Mass 
readings to the present three-year 
cycle (A, B or C) with three readings 
(plus the Psalm) at each Mass. This 
resulted in Catholics hearing much 
more of the Old Testament, and hear-
ing the majority of the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark and Luke. The Gos-
pel of John is read during the Easter 
season and in the other seasons of  
Advent, Christmas, and Lent where 
appropriate.

In addition, the Catholic lectionary 
also includes a two-year cycle for the 
weekday Mass readings (Cycle I and 
Cycle II). These readings are gener-
ally shorter than those chosen for 
use on Sundays, and the Gospels are 
arranged so that portions of all four 
are read every year.

Liturgical Colors
Through the Church Year, the vestments worn by the priest at Mass signifies 
meaning associated with the various seasons of the liturgical calendar.

White, the color of joy and victory, is used for the seasons of Easter and 
Christmas and select feasts through the year. Select saints who are not martyrs 
are also celebrated with white. In addition, white is also a reminder of the 
resurrection and can therefore be used at funerals.

Red, the color of fire and blood is used on the days when we celebrate the pas-
sion of Jesus, Passion (Palm) Sunday and Good Friday. It is also used for the 
birth feasts of the apostles and evangelists and for the celebrations of martyrs.

Green, symbolizes life, anticipation, and hope and is used during Ordinary 
Time.

Violet or purple, seen in Advent, helps us to remember that we are prepar-
ing for the coming of Christ. Lent, the season of penance, repentance, and 
renewal, also uses this color.

Rose is an optional color and may be used on the Third Sunday of Advent, 
Gaudete Sunday, and on the Fourth Sunday of Lent, Laetare Sunday. It ex-
presses the joy of anticipation for Christmas and Easter.
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Christ
Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the Universe

The King

The Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe is celebrated on the 
last Sunday of Ordinary Time, before the beginning of Advent that starts 
the new Church Year. As the last Sunday of the year, Christ the King 
Sunday is the conclusion of the Church’s liturgical journey through 
the life of Christ and the gospel message. Its purpose is to celebrate 
the coming reign of Christ as ruler of the renewed creation that will 
characterize the fullness of the Kingdom of God. That hope is born 
from the entire life of Christ and his teachings that we have been 
celebrating during the past twelve months.

The first Sunday of Advent follows Christ the King Sunday and 
consequently, a new cycle of Sunday Mass readings, drawn from a 
different Gospel, begins the new cycle of the Church Year.

History
The Solemnity of Christ the King is a newer feast in the Catho-
lic Church that was instituted by Pope Pius XI in his encyclical 
Quas Primas in 1925.

At the time, secularism was on the rise with the establishment of 
non-Christian dictatorships in Europe and many Christians be-
gan to doubt Christ’s existence and authority. In response, Pius 
XI established the feast with the intent to reaffirm and refocus 
faith and respect for the kingship of Jesus and as the ruler over 
both creation and history.

Christ as King
Christians have long celebrated Jesus as Christ, and various 
aspects of his reign are celebrated  in Advent (when Christians 
wait for his second coming in glory), Christmas (when his star 
reveals him to be “King of the Jews”), Holy 
Week (when he is the crucified king), Eas-
ter (when he is resurrected in power and 
glory), and the Ascension (when he re-
turns to the glory he had with the Father 
before the world was created).

Originally, the feast was celebrated on the 
final Sunday of October, prior to All Saints Day. 
In 1969, to emphasize its importance, Pope Paul VI moved 
the feast to the last Sunday before Advent. So now the old 
liturgical year ends by celebrating Christ’s kingship and the 
new year begins with Advent, when we await the coming of 
Christ to rule our hearts and lives.

Christ the King
Including information about the origins of "Christ 
the King" as a feast day celebration, this insert 
helps to explain the history of salvation and how 
it unfolds throughout the liturgical cycle. Includes 
an overview of the seasons of the liturgical year 
plus an explanation of how the lectionary cycles 
are organized year after year. Order Code 28-257

PRICE FOR BULLETIN INSERTS (see individual descriptions for order codes on pages 6 & 7)
8 ½" x 11" | Sold in multiples of 50 | 50-200, $.21 each | 250-450, $.17 each | 500 + $.13 each

Advent
This insert invites us to imitate Mary’s “Yes” to 
God’s invitation to bring Jesus to life in us and 
our world this Advent. It also includes brief expla-
nations of the Feasts of Mary and the symbols 
during Advent, plus the “O Antiphons” leading us 
to Christmas.  Order Code 28-251

Thanksgiving
This colorful insert explores Thanksgiving as a 
day to express gratitude for God’s gifts and God’s 
presence with us. It also includes Pope Francis’s 
reminder that thanksgiving leads to service plus 
related activities for the whole household to use 
to discover their own way to be thankful and 
serve others. Order Code 28-255

NEW! NEW!

Spanish Order Code 28-259

Also Available
in Spanish!
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Celebrating the 12 Days of 
Christmas at Home

To celebrate these 12 days in your household, gather each day, perhaps around 
a meal, light a candle, read the suggested biblical passage, then share what you 
can do to make Jesus’ presence more real in our world. As Vatican Council II 
reminded us, “Christ is the Light of nations. Because this is so, by proclaim-
ing the Gospel to every creature, [we] bring the light of Christ to all persons.” 
(Constitution on the Church, #1).

1st Day of Christmas (Lk 2:1-18)
Both Mary and the shepherds see in 
this child the revelation of God’s love 
for all, especially the poor. How might 
each of us recognize and respond to the 
needs of the poor?

2nd Day of Christmas
(Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59)

St. Stephen models our call to wit-
ness to Jesus’ message of love despite 
the cost to us. How might each of us 
reach out to love and help the poorest 
among us?

3rd Day of Christmas
(Lk 2:22-40)

Simeon’s message to Jesus’ parents re-
minds us that sorrow is part of every 
life. How might each of us respond to 
the sorrow that so many are experienc-
ing in their lives and relationships?

4th Day of Christmas
(Mt 2:13-18)

Jesus’ birth threatened King Herod, 
who murdered many innocent chil-
dren to remain king. Where are inno-
cent persons being persecuted today and 
how might we try to help them?

5th Day of Christmas (1 Jn 1:1-4)
God has been revealed and become 
visible in Jesus. How might each of us 
act today to make God visible in our-
selves and to recognize God’s presence in 
those around us?

6th Day of Christmas
(Mt 2:13-15, 19-23)

When the holy family becomes refu-
gees fleeing Herod’s persecution, Jo-
seph must trust God’s plan to protect 
Jesus and Mary. How might we re-
spond to help refugees and immigrants 
find a better life?

7th Day of Christmas
(Jn 1:1-18)

Jesus, God’s Word made flesh, invites 
us to embody in ourselves the loving, 
forgiving, nurturing ways of God. 
How might each of us better model 
these godly ways in our relationships?

8th Day of Christmas
(Jn 1:19-28)

John the Baptist prepares the way for 
others to discover and draw near to 
Jesus. How might we “make straight 
the Lord’s way” in our daily activities?

9th Day of Christmas
(Jn 1:29-34)

John the Baptist knows that God’s 
Holy Spirit is at work in Jesus. How 
might each of us show our trust that 
through the Holy Spirit God is also 
working in us?

10th Day of Christmas
(Jn 1:35-42)

Jesus asks his would-be disciples 
“What are you looking for”? How 
might each of us answer this same ques-
tion to better understand who Jesus is 
and who we are as his disciples?

11th Day of Christmas
(Jn 1:43-51)

Inspired by his experience of Jesus, 
Philipp invites Nathanael to come 
and meet Jesus too. How might we 
reach out to share what we know and 
love about Jesus with someone else?

12th Day of Christmas
(Mt 2:1-12)

The Gentile magi follow the star as 
the sign of God’s inclusive love for 
all peoples. How might we make real 
God’s inclusive love in our society, espe-
cially the most vulnerable?

Christmastide, also known as the Twelve 
Days of Christmas, features several key 
celebrations that commemorate significant 
events and figures related to the birth and 
early life of Jesus Christ.

Christmas Day (December 25)
Celebration of the Nativity of Jesus: This is 
the central feast of Christmastide, marking 
the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem.

Feast of St. Stephen (December 26)
St. Stephen’s Day: Honors St. Stephen, the 
first Christian martyr. Known as Boxing 
Day in some countries, it often involves 
charitable giving and acts of kindness.

Feast of St. John the Apostle
(December 27)

St. John’s Day: Celebrates St. John the 
Evangelist, one of Jesus’ closest disciples 
and the author of the Gospel of John. This 
day recognizes his contributions to the ear-
ly Christian Church.

Feast of the Holy Innocents
(December 28)

Holy Innocents’ Day: Remembers the mas-
sacre of the infants ordered by King Herod 
in an attempt to kill the baby Jesus. It is a 
day of reflection on the innocence and suf-
fering of children.

Feast of the Holy Family
(Sunday within the Octave of Christmas 

or December 30)
Holy Family Day: Celebrates Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph as a family unit, highlighting 
the virtues of family life and the impor-
tance of the family in Christian teaching.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
(January 1)

This day honors Mary’s role as the Mother 
of God and is a major feast in the Catholic 
Church. It also marks the Octave Day of 
Christmas, concluding the eight-day cel-
ebration of Jesus’ birth.

Feast of the Epiphany (January 6)
Commemorates the visit of the Magi to the 
infant Jesus, symbolizing Jesus’ revelation 
to the Gentiles.

Celebrations
during ChristmastideGod is with Us

For the Church, Christmas is not just a one-day event but a full 12-day season 
that begins with the Christmas celebration of God’s incarnation in Jesus of Nazareth 
and then progresses to the Epiphany as he is gradually manifested to John the Bap-
tist, to his disciples, to the magi and finally to us and to the whole world.

The Twelve Days of Christmas have roots in early Christian tradi-
tion, marking the period between the birth of Jesus and the visit 

of the Magi. The early church established 
this period as a time of celebration and 
reflection on the Incarnation and the rev-
elation of Christ to the Gentiles.

Christmas is thus not just about 
a baby in a manger but about how 
the God who promised to be with 

us comes to be with us in Jesus, our “Emmanuel, which 
means God is with us” (Mt 1:23), and even more how 
God continues to be with us by dwelling in us and in 
our community, the Body of Christ. Christmas is about 
God’s call to men and women, children and adults, to 
become “divinized” persons.

By uniting divinity and humanity in himself, Jesus 
invites us to participate in this incarnational mystery. 
Our lives are Christmas in miniature. We are invited 
to let God be born in us so that we become “divin-
ized” persons, full of the divine life and called to re-

alize God’s vision of a world 
of justice, love and peace. 
Through us, God makes an 
appeal to all humanity to 
enter into this life.

During this blessed sea-
son, then, we are constantly 

reminded of God’s love and desire to be 
with us so that we can share in the divine 
life and also share this life with others. 
Celebrating the full Christmas Season 
provides us with a period of calm in 
which the spiritual meaning of the 
manifestation of Jesus, God-With-Us 
can be explored. 

Christmas
This insert reminds us that for us Christmas is 
not just a day but a 12-day Season (Christmas-
tide) in which we celebrate God’s presence with 
us in a special way. It also offers households sug-
gestions for celebration and an explanation of the 
other celebrations during the season.

Order Code 28-252

History of
The Epiphany

The Epiphany originated in the Eastern Christian 
tradition in the 3rd century. Initially, it was a broad-
er celebration encompassing not only the visit of the 
Magi but also Jesus’ baptism and the miracle at the 
wedding feast of Cana.

By the 4th century, the Western Church began to 
adopt the feast, focusing primarily on the visit of the 
Magi, while Jesus’ baptism was celebrated separately 
on January 13th.

In the Eastern Orthodox Church, the Epiphany is 
also known as Theophany, highlighting Jesus’ bap-
tism in the Jordan River. The Great Blessing of the 
Waters, a tradition where bodies of water are blessed, 
became an integral part of the celebration, symbol-
izing the sanctification of creation through Christ.

In Western Christianity, the emphasis on the Magi, 
or Three Kings, led to various cultural traditions. By 
the Middle Ages, the feast had evolved to include 
pageants and plays depicting the journey of the Wise 
Men and their adoration of the Christ Child.

During the medieval period, Epiphany became as-
sociated with royal feasts and the giving of gifts, re-
flecting the Magi’s offerings to Jesus. This tradition 
persisted into the Renaissance, with elaborate cele-
brations and the baking of special cakes, such as the 
Galette des Rois in France and the Rosca de Reyes in 
Spain. The tradition of the Epiphany Proclamation, 
announcing the dates of the movable feasts for the 
year, also emerged during this period, reinforcing 
the liturgical importance of the feast.

Today, Epiphany is celebrated worldwide with di-
verse customs. In many Spanish-speaking countries, 
it is known as Three Kings’ Day and features pa-
rades, gift-giving, and special foods. In Eastern Or-
thodox communities, the Great Blessing of the Wa-
ters remains a central ritual, often accompanied by 
outdoor processions and cross-diving ceremonies.

the Journey of the Magi
The Magi, also known as the Wise Men or the Three Kings, 
were learned men from the East. They were likely scholars or 
priests well-versed in astronomy and astrology, coming from 
regions such as Persia (modern-day Iran), Babylon (modern-
day Iraq), or Arabia.

The Star of Bethlehem
The journey began when the Magi observed a unique and 
bright star in the sky. They interpreted this celestial event as 
the sign of the birth of a significant king, specifically the “king 
of the Jews.” This star, often called the Star of Bethlehem, 
guided them westward towards Jerusalem.

The Journey to Jerusalem
Following the star, the Magi embarked on a long and arduous 
journey. The exact distance and time taken are not specified in 
the Gospel of Matthew, but such a journey would have been 
lengthy and challenging, likely taking several months.

Encounter with King Herod
Upon reaching Jerusalem, the Magi visited King Herod, in-
quiring about the newborn king’s whereabouts. This news 
troubled Herod, who saw the potential threat to his throne. 
Herod consulted his own priests and scribes, who cited the 
prophecy from Micah that the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem. Herod then directed the Magi to Bethlehem, de-
ceitfully asking them to report back so he too could “worship” 
the child.

Finding Jesus
Guided once again by the star, the Magi continued to Bethle-
hem. The star stopped over the place where Jesus was. Unlike 
the traditional nativity scenes, the Gospel suggests that the 
Magi found Jesus in a house, as by this time Mary and Joseph 
might have found more stable accommodation.

Gifts, Worship and Departure.
The Magi presented Jesus with the gifts of Gold, Frankincense 
and Myrrh and then worshipped him recognizing Jesus’ sig-
nificance and divine nature.

After their visit, the Magi were warned in a dream not to re-
turn to Herod. Obeying the divine warning, they returned to 
their country by a different route, avoiding further contact 
with Herod and thus protecting the Holy Family.

Epiphany Morning Prayer
Father, you revealed your Son

to the nations by the guidance of a star.
Lead us to your glory in heaven

by the light of faith.
We ask this through

our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen

—The Liturgy of the Hours
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Epiphany
In the Catholic Church, the Epiphany, typically celebrat-
ed on the Sunday closest to January 6th, holds profound 
theological significance. It marks the revelation of Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God and Savior to all nations, sym-
bolized by the visit of the Magi, or Wise Men, from the 
East. This feast is also known as Theophany, meaning the 
manifestation of God.

Key Meanings of the Epiphany
Revelation to the Gentiles: The primary meaning of the 
Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus to the Gentiles, 
represented by the Magi. This signifies that Christ’s salva-
tion is intended for all people, not just the Jewish nation. 
The Magi’s visit, guided by the Star of Bethlehem, illus-
trates the universal scope of Jesus’ mission.

Recognition of Jesus as King and God: The gifts 
brought by the Magi—gold, frankincense, and myrrh—
carry deep symbolic meanings:

 • Gold signifies Jesus’ kingship.
 • Frankincense represents Jesus’ divinity

and role as a high priest.
 • Myrrh foreshadows Jesus’ suffering and death, 

highlighting his role as Savior.

The

Divine Guidance and Obedience: The Magi’s journey 
following the star emphasizes the theme of divine guid-
ance. Their obedience to God’s leading, even from dis-
tant lands, encourages believers to seek and follow God’s 
will in their own lives.

Manifestation of God’s Glory: The Epiphany also cel-
ebrates the broader theme of God’s glory being revealed 
to the world. This encompasses not just the visit of the 
Magi but also, in some traditions, Jesus’ baptism in the 
Jordan River, where God the Father proclaims Him as 
His beloved Son, and the miracle at the wedding feast in 
Cana, where Jesus first reveals His divine power.

The Epiphany is a reminder of the divine revelation of 
Jesus as the Messiah and the Light of the World. It invites 
Christians to reflect on the inclusivity of Christ’s message 
and the call to bring the light of Christ to all corners of 
the earth. It also underscores the importance of seeking 
and recognizing God’s presence in the world, just as the 
Magi did when they followed the star to Bethlehem.

Epiphany
This bulletin insert is designed to help parishio-
ners understand the meaning of the Epiphany as 
a miracle of Theophany or “God shining forth.” 
Includes information about the historical devel-
opment and theological significance as well as 
insights on the Magi and other customs of the 
celebration. Order Code 28-258
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The Magnificat 
(Lk 1:46-55)

And Mary said:
My soul proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior for he has 
looked with favor on

his lowly servant.
From this day all genera-
tions will call me blessed:

the Almighty has done 
great things for me,

and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those 
who fear him

in every generation.
He has shown the strength 
of his arm, he has scattered 
the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the 
mighty from their thrones,

  and has lifted up
the lowly.

He has filled the hungry 
with good things,

and the rich he has sent 
away empty.

He has come to the help
of his servant Israel
for he remembered

his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to 

our fathers,
to Abraham and his

children forever.
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The History of the Immaculate
Conception in the church

The history of the Immaculate Conception doctrine is a fascinating journey 
through centuries of theological development and devotion within the Catholic 
Church. Here’s an overview of its key historical milestones:

Early Church
Early Christian Writings: The roots of the belief in Mary’s sinlessness can be traced 
back to early Christian writings. Church Fathers like St. Augustine (354-430) 
acknowledged Mary’s exceptional holiness but did not explicitly articulate the 
doctrine as it is known today.

Medieval Period
Debates and Development: The concept of Mary’s Immaculate Conception began 
to gain traction in the medieval period. Theologians such as St. Anselm (1033-
1109) and St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) discussed the idea, but there 
was considerable debate. St. Bernard and others were initially opposed, con-
cerned that it might detract from the universality of Christ’s redemptive sacrifice.
    Blessed John Duns Scotus: In the 13th century, the Franciscan theologian Blessed 
John Duns Scotus (1266-1308) provided a significant theological foundation for 
the doctrine. He argued that Mary’s preservation from original sin was a unique 
grace given by God in anticipation of the merits of Jesus Christ’s passion and 
death.

Renaissance and Pre-Modern Period
Growing Devotion: During the Renaissance, devotion to the Immaculate Con-
ception grew, supported by various religious orders, particularly the Franciscans. 
This period saw an increasing number of theological works and popular devo-
tions focused on Mary’s sinlessness.

Papal Definitions
Feast and Papal Support: In 1476, Pope Sixtus IV established a feast day in honor 
of the Immaculate Conception. Over the centuries, several popes expressed sup-
port for the doctrine, contributing to its acceptance within the Church.
    Papal Bull Ineffabilis Deus: On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX formally 
defined the dogma of the Immaculate Conception in the papal bull Ineffabilis 
Deus. This declaration affirmed that Mary was conceived free from original sin 
by a singular grace and privilege granted by Almighty God, in view of the merits 
of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human race.

Modern Period
Continued Devotion: The proclamation of Ineffabilis Deus was widely celebrated 
within the Catholic Church, and the feast of the Immaculate Conception re-
mains an important liturgical celebration. The doctrine is also deeply tied to 
Marian apparitions, such as those at Lourdes, where in 1858, the Virgin Mary 
identified herself to St. Bernadette Soubirous as the Immaculate Conception.

The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception evolved over centuries, influenced 
by theological debates, papal support, and growing popular devotion. It high-
lights the unique role of Mary in salvation history and underscores the belief in 
God’s extraordinary grace in preparing her to be the mother of Jesus. Today, it 
remains a cornerstone of Catholic Marian theology and devotion.

The Immaculate Conception is the doctrine that states that 
the Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus, was conceived without 
original sin. This belief holds that from the very first moment 
of her existence, Mary was preserved by God’s grace from the 
stain of original sin that all other human beings inherit. This 
special grace was given to Mary in preparation for her role 
as the mother of Jesus Christ, ensuring that she would be 
a pure and holy vessel for his birth.

This doctrine has sometimes been misunderstood as 
the conception of Jesus through the power of the 
Holy Spirit in the feast we know as the Annuncia-
tion. Instead, the Immaculate Conception celebrates 
the special gift of God’s grace to Mary because she 
was to be the mother of Jesus, God’s chosen agent 
to bring about our salvation. We hail Mary in faith 
and prayer because she is “full of grace” and because 
“the Lord is with her.” In other words, Mary was filled  
with God’s life well before the Messiah was conceived 
in her womb.

The Immaculate Conception holds the unique distinc-
tion of being one of only two dogmas formally defined 
by the Pope’s full teaching authority, known as ex cathe-
dra, rather than through ecumenical councils. This doc-
trine, defined by Pope Pius IX on December 8, 1854, in 
the papal bull Ineffabilis Deus, proclaims that from the first 
moment of her conception, Mary was preserved free from 
original sin by a singular grace and privilege of Almighty 
God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the 
human race. This definition emphasized Mary’s unique role 
and her pure and sinless nature, making her a fitting mother 
for the Son of God.

The only other dogma defined in this manner is the Assump-
tion of Mary, declared by Pope Pius XII on November 1, 
1950, in Munificentissimus Deus. These proclamations re-
flect the deep Marian devotion in the Catholic Church 
and underscore the Pope’s infallibility in defin-
ing doctrines of faith and morals. The 
Immaculate Conception’s ex cathedra 
definition exemplifies the Pope’s role in 
guiding Church doctrine and the endur-
ing significance of Marian beliefs.

Immaculate
Conception

Immaculate Conception
This insert helps parishioners understand the 
unique holiness of Mary as the sinless Mother of 
God. It includes a history of the Church’s teaching 
together with information to help understand the 
dates and doctrine of the celebration. The Magni-
ficat also included.
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The Meaning of the Jubilee Logo:
Pilgrims of Hope

The official logo of the 2025 Jubilee Year shows four colorful pilgrims, 
who symbolize all of humanity coming from all directions on their com-
mon journey to Christ. As they embrace each other in unity, 
the figure in front grasps the cross, which is the sign of our 
hope that united with Jesus we will also move through 
our death to new life. The elongated cross also changes 
at its base into an anchor, which was an ancient sign of 
hope because sailors used the anchor to stabilize ships 
during storms. So during the challenges of our daily lives 
and the events of the wider world symbolized by the rough 
waves beneath the pilgrims, hope keeps us focused on the goal 
of our pilgrimage to draw ever closer to encounter the Risen Christ.
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What Is a Jubilee Year?
The jubilee year (from the Hebrew word yobel, meaning horn, which was 
blown to proclaim the year’s beginning) is an ancient Jewish tradition (see 
Leviticus 25:8-17, 29-31) of pardon and reconciliation celebrated every 
50 years (after a “sabbath of sabbaths,” 7 x 7 years) when the community 
imitated God’s mercy and forgiveness by forgiving debts and by each fam-
ily returning to its own land and not cultivating it that year. 

This jubilee tradition was first adapted for Catholics in 1300 by Pope Bon-
iface VIII as a universal “year of forgiveness of all sins.” Since that time the 
“ordinary” jubilee years have usually been at 50 or now 25 year intervals 
(the last was in 2000), with other “extraordinary” jubilee years declared 
for special reasons like that of Mercy in 2015. Jubilee years are character-
ized especially by prayer, good works, pilgrimages to sacred sites (especially 
Rome), cultural events and special indulgences for those who participate.

2025 Jubilee Prayer
Pilgrims of Hope

Father in heaven,
may the faith you have given us

in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled

in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope

for the coming of your Kingdom.
 

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators 

of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within 
both humanity and the whole cosmos

in the sure expectation of a 
new heaven and a new earth, when, 
with the powers of Evil vanquished,

your glory will shine eternally.
 

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever. Amen.

The Holy Door of St. Peter’s
Since the 1500’s, the ceremonial opening at St. Peter’s Basilica of the usu-
ally locked massive bronze Holy Door (also called the “Door of the Great 
Pardon” since its 16 panels portray various biblical scenes of sin and re-

demption) begins each Jubilee Year. After re-
citing specific prayers and invoking the Holy 
Spirit, the Pope pushes open the door and 
enters the Church, inviting pilgrims likewise 
to renew their spitiual journey and cross the 
threshold.

The opening of the Holy Door invites the 
faithful to embark on a journey of even deeper 

faith. Crossing the threshold of the door is a powerful act, inspired by 
Jesus’ words in John 10:9, “I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will 
be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.” This passage highlights 
the transformative experience of entering through the Holy Door, symbol-
izing the decision to follow Jesus, the Good Shepherd. The door serves as 
a physical and spiritual gateway, leading pilgrims into the sacred space of 
the church and inviting them to renew their commitment to their faith.

For more information on the 2025 
Jubilee Year of Hope and how you may 
participate more fully see the Vatican’s 

official website at
www.iubilaeum2025.va/en.html

We Are Pilgrims of Hope
On May 9, 2024 Pope Francis solemnly an-
nounced that the Church’s Jubilee year 2025 “will 
be a Holy Year marked by a lively experience of 
grace and an opportunity to be renewed in the 
hope that does not fade, our hope in God. May 
it help us to recover the confident trust that we 
require, in the Church and in society, in our in-
terpersonal relationships, in international rela-
tions, and in our task of promoting the dignity of 
all persons and respect for God’s gift of creation. 
May the witness of believers be for our world 
a leaven of authentic hope, a harbinger of new 
heavens and a new earth, where men and women 
will dwell in justice and harmony, in joyful expec-
tation of the fulfilment of the Lord’s promises.” 

“Hope is the virtue that gives inward direction 
and purpose to the life of believers so that we may 
bear credible and attractive witness to the faith 
and love that dwell in our hearts; that our faith 
may be joyful and our charity enthusiastic; and 
that each of us may be able to offer a smile, a 
small gesture of friendship, a kind look, a ready 
ear, a good deed, in the knowledge that, in the 
Spirit of Jesus, these can become, for those who 
receive them, rich seeds of hope.” 

Our Pilgrimage Journey to and with Jesus

A pilgrimage is both an outer journey to a sacred 
place, and an inner journey to meet Christ and 
deepen our relationship with him. Thus Pope 
Francis desires that this Jubilee Year be a time “to 
encourage and sustain the hope that guides our 
steps towards the goal of a genuine, personal en-
counter with the risen Lord Jesus, who is not only 
the destination of our earthly pilgrimage but also 
a constant presence in our lives. I invite every-
one to place their trust in the Lord who not only 
guides us, but is God-with-us, who loves us and 
walks with us in every circumstance of life. He 
shows us the path of love, lifts us up when we fall 
and supports us in our labors, opens our eyes to 
see our wretchedness and that of the world, but at 
the same time fills us with hope.”

Jubilee
2025

NEW!

Jubilee 2025
This informational insert explains the "Pilgrims 
of Hope" Jubilee year celebration for 2025. His-
tory and explanations of what makes a Jubilee 
Year, the ceremonial opening of the Holy Door of 
St. Peters, as well as the meaning of the Jubilee 
logo and the offcial Jubilee 2025 prayer are also 
included.               Order Code 28-265

NEW! NEW!
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The Advent Wreath
This handout explains the ori-
gins, meaning and importance 
of the Advent Wreath. Includes 
a detailed family household 
ritual with prayer, scripture and 
reflection for use every evening 
when lighting the candles on the 
wreath. Order Code 28-151

The Advent Wreath was written by Steve Mueller.
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Praying around the Advent Wreath 
Using an Advent wreath helps your household recall that 
their lives are also like Advent––waiting and preparing 
for Christ to come to dwell in us. Each night as you light 
the appropriate candles and listen to God’s Word, invite 
all to share in the response to the day’s reading.

Invitation to Pray
Leader: Be still before the 
Lord; wait for God. (Ps 37:7)
All: I wait with longing for 
the Lord, my soul waits for 

his word (Ps 130:5)
Light the appropriate number

of candles for the week.

Scripture Reading
Each night read aloud one of the scripture readings from 
that day’s Mass. (Readings can be found online at the US 
Bishops website, www.usccb.org then click on Bible, To-
day’s Reading).

Reflection & Sharing
After some time for silent reflection, invite each house-
hold member to share her or his response to the reading:

• How did I recognize Jesus’ hidden
presence in my life today? 

• How do the words of this reading help
me prepare for his coming?

Closing Prayer
Turn to us, O hidden God, 

and show us your unending love. 
As we wait in hopeful expectation 

and prepare for your coming
to be with us now, 

fill us with the joy of your presence, 
change our lives and transform us 

into images of your Son Jesus, 
so that through us 

everyone we meet can 
come to know your unending love  
and be invited into your presence. 

Amen.

The Advent Wreath

Many Christian households celebrate Advent with daily 
prayers around an Advent wreath. The Advent wreath is 
a circular garland of evergreen branches arranged with 
four candles (and often a fifth, called the Christ candle, in 
the center). The circular wreath reminds us that God has 
no beginning and no end. 

The origin dates to pre-Christian Germany and Scandi-
navia where the people gathered to celebrate the return 
of the sun after the winter solstice. For us, lighting the 
Advent candles represents tahe promise of the coming 
of Jesus, the light of the world. 

The four candles are lit, one each week during Advent 
beginning on the first Sunday of Advent and an ad-
ditional candle each week until Christmas. Three of the 
candles are purple or deep blue—royal colors to remind 
us that we are watching and preparing for our Lord and 
king. The fourth candle is rose or pink, expressing the joy 
of the Third Sunday in Advent because Christ is drawing 
near. A white fifth candle in the center represents Christ 
and is lit on Christmas Eve.

Christmas Tree
This card explores the history 
of the Christmas tree, lights 
and ornaments in the Christian 
tradition and how this applies to 
the seasons of our lives. Also in-
cludes a blessing prayer for use 
when decorating the Christmas 
tree at home. Order Code 28-152

Our Household Christmas Tree
To reinforce the sacred character of our household 
Christmas tree, putting it up and taking it down should 
become a yearly cherished ritual rather than just a 

task to check off our holiday “to-do list.” We should 
savor the fragrance of live trees and lovingly 

shape the artificial ones. We should ponder 
and share the memories connected with our 

favorite ornaments and gaze peacefully at 
the lights of this “tree of life” on quiet De-
cember nights.
 

Blessing Our Christmas Tree
In the home the Christmas tree may be blessed by a 
parent or another family member in connection with 
the decoration of the tree. The lights of the tree are il-
luminated after the prayer of blessing.

O God, let your blessing come upon us
as we illumine this tree.

May the light and cheer it gives
be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.

May all who delight in this tree
come to the knowledge

and joy of salvation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

O  God, we praise you for the light of creation:
the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night.

We praise you for the light of Israel:
the Law, the prophets,

and the wisdom of the Scriptures.
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son:

he is Emmanuel, God-with-us,
the Prince of Peace,

who fills us with the wonder
of your love.

The Blessings of the Christmas Tree was written and edited by Steve Mueller.
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The Blessings of theChristmas Tree
Christmas Tree Origins

Though Christmas trees play no part in scripture 
and have only in the last few hundred years 

become a Christian Christmas tradition, 
the evergreen reminds us that God’s 
love is constant or “ever green” through 

all the seasons of our lives. The lights 
on our trees both welcome and re-
flect the one who comes as Light 

of the World. Treetop stars recall 
the guiding light of the star of 

Bethlehem. Our tree orna-
ments—precious symbols 
of fond memories and re-

lationships—wordlessly 
chronicle our own fam-

ily histories.

It is fitting, then, 
that our homes 

are decorated 
with beautiful 
trees during 
the holidays, 

for they are sa-
cred signs of God’s 

life-giving presence 
among us. Indeed, the Christ-

mas tree encapsulates the central truths 
of our salvation like few other symbols. We see in it the 
Tree of Life, first offered to Adam and Eve; the Branch of 
Jesse, promising the Messiah; the tree from which Je-
sus’ cross was shaped, pointing to salvation; and Jesus, 
the Light of the World, bringing light even now into the 
darkness of our world. 

The Jesse Tree
This handout invites us to dis-
cover the Jesse Tree from its 
medieval beginnings to its con-
temporary use today. Includes 
an explanation and listing of the 
Jesse Tree ornaments helping 
families start their own Jesse 
Tree tradition. Order Code 18-127

Advent Week 1
Jesse Prophecy • Is 11:1-11 • branch from stump

Creation • Gen 1:1–2:3 • the earth
Adam & Eve • Gen 2:4-24 • garden

Adam & Eve’s Sin • Gen 3:1-24 • tree with fruit
Noah & the Flood • Gen 6:9–9:17 • ark or rainbow
Covenant with Abraham • Gen 12:1-7;15:1-6 • stars

Offering of Isaac • Gen 22:1-18 • a ram

Advent Week 2
Jacob & Esau • Gen 25:19-34; 27 • 2 boys fighting
Jacob’s Ladder to Heaven • Gen 28:10-19 • ladder

Joseph’s Coat • Gen 37 • multicolored coat
God Calls Moses • Ex 2:1–4:20 • burning bush

Israelites & Passover • Ex12:1-42 • lamb
Sea Passage • Ex 14:1–15:21 • divided sea

The 10 Commandments • Ex 19:1-20:20 • tablets

Advent Week 3
Joshua & the Fall of Jericho 

Jos 6:1-20 • ram’s horn trumpet

Ruth • 1:1–4:22 • sheaf of corn
King David • 1 Sam16:1-13 • star of David

Solomon’s Temple • 1 Kgs 6 • Temple building
Elijah & Baal’s Priests • 1 Kgs 18:16-39 • bonfire

Jonah and the Whale • Jon (1–4) • whale
John the Baptist • Mt 3:13-17 • scallop shell

Advent Week 4
Mary • Lk 1:26-38 • white lily

Elizabeth • Lk 1:39-56 • mother and child
Zechariah • Luke 1:57-80 • pen & tablet

Joseph • Mt 1:19-25 • hammer
The Shepherds • Lk 2:8-20 • sheep

The Wisemen • Mt 2:1-12 • star or 3 gifts or crowns
Jesus • Lk 2:1-8 • baby in manger

Celebrating with the Jesse Tree at Home 
Ornaments can be easily crafted (the internet 
has many examples) and can vary from the 
list below due to local custom and preference. 
Place the ornaments on a small tree, a banner 
or on your own Christmas tree. Ornaments 
can be added each day of Advent or starting 
on December 1st. Adjustments need to be 
made each year based on when Christmas falls 
on the calendar.

The Jesse Tree was written by Steve Mueller.
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Jesse Trees are a very old Christmas tradition dat-
ing from medieval times. The name comes from 
Jesse the father of King David and is related to Isa-
iah’s prophecy about God’s expected Messiah (the 
anointed one) as “a shoot from the stem of Jesse and 

a branch from his roots” (Isaiah 11:1). 
The design showed a branched tree 
growing from a reclining Jesse with 
pictures of various Old Testament 
ancestors on the branches leading 
up to Mary and Jesus at the top. By 

identifying the persons on the Jesse 
Tree, people learned the story of God’s salvation 
from creation to the birth of Jesus.

Making a Jesse Tree has become a popular way of 
comemorating the days of Advent. Modern Jesse 
Trees typically now use symbols (instead of peo-
ple) to summarize the Old Testament.

Jesse Tree
THE

12 days of Christmas
(Dec 26-Jan 6)

This card is perfect for using in 
every parish household to cel-
ebrate the 12 days of Christmas 
by gathering together, lighting a 
candle, reading a selected scrip-
ture verse from the day’s Mass, 
and then sharing everyone’s 
responses to a discussion ques-
tion. Order Code 14-169

6th Day of Christmas (Jn 1:1-18)
Jesus, God’s Word made flesh, invites us to 
embody in ourselves the loving, forgiving, 
nurturing ways of God. How might each 
of us better model these godly ways in our 
relationships?

7th Day of Christmas  (Lk 2:16-21)
Both Mary and the shepherds see in this 
child the revelation of God’s love for all, 

especially the poor. How might each of us 
recognize and respond to the needs 

of the poor? 

8th Day of Christmas  (Jn 1:19-28)
John the Baptist prepares the way for 
others to discover and draw near to Jesus. 
How might we “make straight the Lord’s 
way” in our daily activities?

9th Day of Christmas   (Jn 1:29-34)
John the Baptist knows that God’s Holy 

Spirit is at work in Jesus. How might each 
of us show our trust that through the Holy 

Spirit God is also working in us?

10th Day of Christmas  (Jn 1:35-42)
Jesus asks his would-be disciples “What are 
you looking for”? How might each of us an-
swer this question to better understand who 
Jesus is and who we are as his disciples?

11th Day of Christmas  (Jn 1:43-51)
Inspired by his experience of Jesus, Philipp 
invites Nathanael to come and meet Jesus 

too. How might we reach out to share 
what we know and love about Jesus with 

someone else?

12th Day of Christmas  (Mt 2:1-12)
The Gentile magi follow the star as the sign 
of God’s inclusive love for all peoples. How 
might we make real God’s inclusive love for 
everyone in our society, especially the most 
vulnerable and excluded? 

12 Days of Christmas was written by Steve Mueller ©2017 All Saints Press, PO Box 190825, 
St. Louis, MO 63119. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. Printed in the USA.  14-169

2nd Day of Christmas (1 John 1:1-4)
God has become visible in the child Jesus. 

How might each of us act today to make 
God visible in ourselves and to recognize 

God’s presence in those around us?

3rd Day of Christmas (Mt 2:13-18)
Jesus’ birth threatened King Herod who 
murdered many innocent children to stay 
king. Where are innocent persons being 
persecuted today and how might we try 
to help them?

4th Day of Christmas  (Lk 2:22-40)
Simeon’s message to Jesus’ parents reminds 

us that sorrow is part of every life. 
How might each of us respond to the 

sorrow that so many are experiencing in 
their relationships?

5th Day of Christmas  (Mt 2:13-15, 19-23)
When the holy family becomes refugees 
fleeing Herod’s persecution, Joseph must 
trust God’s plan to protect Jesus and Mary. 
How might we respond to help refugees and 
immigrants find a better life?

BRINGING LIGHT TO THE NATIONS

1st Day of Christmas (Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59)
St. Stephen models our call to witness to 
Jesus’ message of love despite the cost to us. 
How might each of us reach out to love and 
help the poorest among us?

12 Days Christmasof

       elebrating Christmas is a 12 Day season (not just one day!) 
that begins with Jesus’ incarnation and then progresses until he is 
manifested to John the Baptist, his disciples, the magi and finally 
to us and all the world. It also reminds us of our basic Christian 
vocation to embody Jesus in ourselves and to spread his “Good 

News” to others. So to help with this challenge, we encourage you 
to take time daily to make these 12 days a holy season. Each day, 
perhaps around a meal, light a candle, read the suggested bibli-
cal passage, then share what you can do to make Jesus’ presence 

more real in our world. 

C

Eucharistic Adoration
This card explains how Eucha-
ristic Adoration flows from our 
fundamental Christian eucharis-
tic celebration. On the reverse 
side there is a brief explanation 
of the devotional tradition of the 
Holy Hour and a quote from the 
US Bishops explaining the impor-
tance of Eucharistic Adoration. 
Order Code 14-168

Eucharistic Adoration was written by Steve Mueller. © Copyright 2017 by All Saints Press
PO Box 190825, St. Louis, MO 63119. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.           14-168

“Could You Not Watch One Hour with Me?”
(Mt 26:40)

Holy hours are a devotional tradition of spend-
ing an hour in eucharistic adoration in the presence 
of Christ in the eucharistic bread. Several holy hours 
have been created by the U.S. Bishops to focus our 

prayer time with Jesus on 
peace, life, vocations and other 
important topics for the life of 
the Church and our mission to 
the world. (You can find these 
online in English and Spanish 
at: usccb.org).

Our faith in Christ’s real pres-
ence in the eucharist leads to 
our public expression of that 

faith in eucharistic adoration. This devotion, by 
nourishing our spiritual union with Christ, should 
lead us back to the Mass with a renewed and deep-
ened spirituality and then from the Mass to our dai-
ly task of witnessing to God’s presence in our world 
and building Christ’s kingdom on earth.

“The importance of eucharistic adoration is shown 
in the fact that the Church has a ritual that regu-
lates it: the Rite of Eucharistic 
Exposition and Benediction. 
This is an extension of the 
adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament which occurs 
in every Mass: ‘Behold 
the Lamb of God, behold 
him who takes away the sins 
of the world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb.’ Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament flows from the sacrifice of the 
Mass and serves to deepen our hunger for commu-
nion with Christ and the rest of the Church. The 
Rite concludes with the ordained minister blessing 
the faithful with the Blessed Sacrament.”

—The U.S. Bishops

Eucharistic
ADORATION

Deepening Our Communion with Christ

The primary aim of our Christian lives is to 
grow in our relationship with Jesus. The Eucha-
rist is a distinctive way of deepening our ongoing 
communion with God and Christ 
through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The sacramental ritual makes 
Christ present through the priest, 
the gathered community, the Word 
of God and the bread and wine that 
become Christ’s body and blood 
for our daily spiritual nourishment. 
Thus Christ continues to be with us 
even when the eucharistic bread is 
reserved after Mass for distribution to the sick or 
dying, and eucharistic adoration arises when the 
faithful show this blessed sacrament the veneration 

and adoration which is due 
to God.

The exposition of the eu-
charistic bread reminds us 
of Christ’s real presence 
and invites us to deepen 
our communion with him 

in prayer. But though our prayer may be silent and 
private, we must always remember that it is not an 
end in itself. Like Jesus, who prayed alone to God 
through the night (Lk 6:12) and then plunged into 
his daily activity of proclaiming, healing and bring-
ing God’s love to others, we must do the same. 

PRICE FOR HANDOUTS ON THIS PAGE: (see individual descriptions for order codes)
3 ½" x 8 ½" | Sold in multiples of 50 | 50-200, $.21 each | 250-450, $.17 each | 500 + $.13 each

Jubilee 2025
This card details Pope Francis' 
mission for the Jubilee Year 
2025 "Pilgrims of Hope." The 
Pope reminds us that a pilgrim-
age is both an outer physical 
journey to a sacred place, and at 
the same time an inner spiritual 
journey to meet Christ, and in 
the process deepen our relation-
ship with him. Order Code 28-155

Christian Life Is a Journey of Transformation
A journey always brings transformation and 
change. After a journey, we are different, having 
learned new things, met new people, and found 

inner strength amid hardships. 
In life, we must learn from our 
experiences. Our weariness and 
failures should not discour-
age us but be opportunities for 
growth toward Jesus. Life is not 
about showcasing our abilities 
but moving toward the One 

who loves us. With humility, we should keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus (Heb 12:2) to find the strength 
and hope to persevere. Hope motivates us to keep 
moving forward and look to the future, knowing 
that our journey leads to union with God.

Jesus, Our Pilgrimage Companion
Christ is not just a memory of the past, but 
“God-with-us” (Mt 1:23; 18:20; 28:20) who ac-
companies us through life’s events, giving mean-
ing to our journey and courage during suffering. 
He offers his Word and grace to enlighten and 
refresh us. We are never alone; Jesus walks beside 

us, accepts our weaknesses, and 
supports us. With him close, let 
us support each other and re-
new our trust.

Like the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, we recognize Jesus as 
our constant companion, open-
ing the scriptures to us through 

reading, reflection, and prayer. He is present in 
our homes and at eucharistic meals, transforming 
us into witnesses of the resurrection and sowers of 
hope. Our lives change when we can say with the 
Emmaus pilgrims, “Were not our hearts burn-
ing within us as he spoke to us on the way and 
opened the scriptures to us?” (Lk 24:32).

Jubilee 2025 was written by Steve Mueller.
© Copyright 2024 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.  28-155

Walking with Jesus on the Way to God
For the Jubilee Year 2025, Pope Francis reminds 
us that a pilgrimage is both an outer physical 

journey to a sacred 
place, and at the same 
time an inner spiri-
tual journey to meet 
Christ and in the pro-
cess to deepen our re-
lationship with him. 
Thus we can say that 
the core of Christian-
ity, our ultimate goal 
and also our fondest 

hope is this personal encounter with Christ, who 
is also always with us on this journey. 

Christian Life Is a Journey to Meet Jesus
For Christians, to hope means knowing we are 
on a journey with Christ toward the Father. 
The key is continuous union with Christ, our 
being with him (Mk 3:14). Our journey begins 
with Jesus’ question: 
“What are you look-
ing for?” (Jn 1:38). 
Seeking, encounter-
ing, and following Je-
sus is our pilgrimage. 
Discipleship means 
having an open heart, 
seeking Jesus not just 
for signs or informa-
tion, but to be with 
him, listen to his words, and find hope. Only 
encountering Jesus gives full meaning to life. Je-
sus wants to meet, listen to, and respond to us.

Pilgrims
of Hope

Jubilee 2025

NEW! NEW!

NEW!
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El 9 de diciembre de 1531 el 
indio campesino Juan Diego vio a una 
joven mujer Azteca rodeada de una luz, en la ladera 
del cerro Tepeyac, cerca de la ciudad de México. La 

joven pidió que una iglesia fuera con-
struída allí en su honor, y por sus pa-
labras Diego la reconoció como la 
Virgen María.

Juan Diego salió y le dijo al 
Obispo la petición de María, pero el 

Obispo pidió una señal para demostrar 
que ella era en realidad la Virgen María. Al volver, 
la Virgen se le apareció a Diego y le dijo que juntara 
rosas. Era invierno y ningunas flores florecían, pero 
en la cumbre, Diego encontró rosas, y la Virgen mis-
ma las arregló en su tilma, o capa campesina. María 
ató las esquinas de la tilma debajo del cuello de Di-

ego para que las rosas no se cayeran. Ella 
le aseguró que el Obispo creería todo 

lo que él dijera.

Diego volvió al Obispo y 
abriendo la capa, las rosas se cay-

eron. Pero en vez de rosas, María 
había imprimido su gloriosa imagen 

en el frente de la tilma. Hoy esa tilma de Di-
ego está exhibida en la Basílica de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe en la ciudad de México.

María se reveló como madre de todos nosotros, 
alentando el fin de disputas y  crueldad, prometien-
do paz y amor maternal y uniendo a todas las razas 
del mundo como hijos queridos.

Oh amable y cariñosa María, Señora 
de Guadalupe, por tu presencia que 
podamos conocer mejor a tu Hijo 
Jesús. Qué El nos bendiga con paz 
y harmonía, y que juntos nos acer-
quemos a El y nos ayude a contruir 

su iglesia en este mundo.
Our Lady of Guadalupe  © Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press.

AllSaintsPress.com and (800) 923-8618. 18-129

Guadalupe
Nuestra Señora de

On December 9, 1531, the 
Indian peasant Juan Diego saw a 
young Aztec woman, surrounded by light, on the 
slopes of the hill of Tepeyac near Mexico City. The 

young woman asked for a church to be 
built there in her honor, and from 

her words Diego recognized her as 
the Virgin Mary.

Juan Diego went and told the 
local bishop of Mary’s request but 

the bishop asked Diego for a sign to 
prove she was truly the Virgin Mary. Upon re-

turning, Mary again appeared to Diego and asked 
him to gather roses from the hill.  It was winter 
and no flowers bloomed, but on the hilltop Diego 
indeed found roses, and the Virgin herself arranged 
them in his tilma, or peasant cloak. Mary tied the 

corners of the tilma behind Diego’s neck 
so the roses would not spill and as-

sured him that the bishop would 
believe all that he would tell him.

Diego returned to the bishop 
and when he opened his cloak, 

the roses spilled out. But more than 
roses, Mary had impressed her glorious image on 
the front of Diego’s tilma. Today Diego’s tilma is 
on display in Mexico City’s Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. 

Mary revealed herself as a mother for us all, en-
couraging an end to strife and cruelty, promising 
peace and maternal love, and joining people of all 

races as her beloved children.

O gracious and loving Mary, Lady 
of Guadalupe, through your pres-
ence make us aware of your son Je-
sus. May he bless us with peace and 

harmony, draw us together and help 
us build his church on earth today.

Guadalupe
Our Lady Of

Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe

Esperanza para los Pobres

Our Lady
of Guadalupe

Hope for the Poor

Our Lady of Guadalupe
History and Background

This richly illustrated, bilingual Spanish/English booklet explains 
the history and background of the apparition of the Blessed Virgin 
to Juan Diego outside of Mexico City in 1531. In Our Lady of Guada-
lupe we have a model of concern for the poor that reminds us that 
we do not act alone—but that God is with us as we work to make a 
world of justice and right relationships, held together by love, and 
ensuring well-being and peace for all.

This booklet is bilingual (Spanish/English).
Order Code 16-326 | 4" x 6" | 16 pages

1-99, $.74 each | 100-499, $.64 each | 500 + $.54 each

The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe com-
memorates the appearance of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary to Juan Diego in 1531. Diego, a recently con-
verted indigenous man, was walking to attend Mass 
when he encountered a radiant apparition of the Vir-
gin Mary on the rocky hill of Tepeyac near Mexico 
City. Speaking in his native Nahuatl language, Mary 
identified herself as the Mother of the true God and 
asked that a church be built on that site in her honor.

Juan Diego reported the vision to the local bishop, 
Juan de Zumárraga, who demanded a sign to verify 
the authenticity of the apparition. On December 12, 
the Virgin appeared to Juan Diego again and instructed 
him to gather Castilian roses, which were miraculously 
blooming on the arid hilltop. Juan Diego collected the 
flowers in his tilma (cloak) and presented them to the 
bishop. As the roses fell to the ground, an image of the 
Virgin Mary, now known as Our Lady of Guadalupe, was 
imprinted on the fabric of his tilma.

The bishop recognized the miracle and ordered the con-
struction of a church on Tepeyac Hill. The image of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe remains enshrined there, drawing millions 
of pilgrims annually. The apparition played a significant role in 
the evangelization of Mexico and Latin America and has become 
a powerful symbol of Mexican identity and faith.

Our Lady of Guadalupe is the only appearance of 
Mary in the Americas that is officially recognized 
by the Church. In 1945 Pope Pius XII designated 
her “Patroness of all the Americas” and in 1961 
Pope John XXIII invoked her as “Mother of the 
Americas.” This feast also reminds us that our 
ethnic differences contribute to the wholeness 
and blessed diversity of the People of God. His-
panic Catholics, including those in the Philip-
pines, are especially devoted to her and joyously 
celebrate her day with mariachi music, liturgies, 
dancing, meals, the re-telling of the story and an 
abundance of roses in December. Her shrine in 
Mexico City is the second most popular one (af-
ter the Vatican) in the Catholic world.

OUR LADY OF

f f

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Bulletin Insert

This insert offers a brief history and 
the significance of the apparition of 
the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe, the 
Mother of the Americas, to Juan Diego 
in 1531, including a prayer by Popes 
John XXIII and Francis. Bilingual. 
English language on one side and Span-
ish Language on the other.

Order Code 28-254
8 ½" x 11" | Sold in multiples of 50

50-200, $.21 each | 250-450, $.17 each
500 + $.13 each

Our Lady of
Guadalupe,
pray for us.

Nuestra Señora
de Guadalupe,

 ruega por
nosotros.

© 2022
All Saints 

Press
24-491

Our Lady
of Guadalupe

Plastic Key Tag
This small and durable 
plastic key tags slip on 
to any key ring with a re-
minder to remember the 
December 12th's feast. Bi-
lingual (English/Spanish). 
Shown at reduced size.

Order Code 24-491
1 ⅛" x 2 ⅝" | Sold in 50s 

50-100, $.39 each
125-450, $.34 each

500 + $.27 each

Our Lady
of Guadalupe

Handout Card
A rich history and back-
ground explaining the appa-
rition of the Blessed Virgin to 
Juan Diego outside of Mexi-
co City in 1531. This sturdy, 
colorful card is bilingual. 
English language on one side 
and Spanish Language on the 
other.

Order Code 18-129
3 ½" x 8 ½"

Sold in multiples of 50
50-200, $.21 each | 250-450, 
$.17 each | 500 + $.13 eachVisit our 

website for 
more Spanish 

Language 
Resources

NEW!
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Advent Adventure
An Activity Booklet for Advent

In this treasure chest of holi-
day activities, children use 
crafts, puzzles, and games to 
explore the scriptures and sto-
ries of Advent. You’ll find child-
friendly ideas and colorful art 
that invite children to join with 
Jesus in uncovering the riches 
of Advent and Christmas. Each 
day of Advent offers an age-
appropriate scripture verse, 
reflection and activity that en-
riches children’s understand-
ing of the Christmas season.  
Order Code 26-621

NEW!

Waking Up To Advent
An Activity Booklet for Advent

Just as morning begins a 
brand new day, so Advent be-
gins a brand new Church year. 
Help children "wake up" to this 
new Church year with playful 
activities and thought-provok-
ing reflections. In this book, 
children can celebrate Advent 
saints, learn the meaning of 
beloved Advent scriptures, and 
find help each day in getting 
ready for the riches of Christ-
mas. Help you and your child 
wake up to Advent together! 
Order Code 20-641

Children’s Activities 
for ADVENT

Advent To
Waking Up 

Get Ready for Jesus
An Activity Booklet for Advent

How did God get ready for Je-
sus? He made a beautiful world 
for people to live in. He asked 
men, women, and children to 
help him make the world kind 
and fair. He picked Joseph and 
Mary to be the family of Jesus. 
And he made you and your 
family, too! God will be with 
your family as you use this 
book of activities and reflec-
tions to get ready for Jesus ev-
ery day this Advent. You’ll find 
puzzles, games and more on 
every page. Order Code 24-691

Get
Ready 

Jesus

Advent 
Activity Booklet

Get Ready for Christmas
An Activity Booklet for Advent

What stories about Christmas do you like to tell? This Advent activi-
ty book celebrates the gospel of Saint Luke, who told the best-loved 
Christmas stories of all! In this book, we share the stories of Jesus, 

Mary, and all the women and men who wel-
comed them! Children will find sto-
ries, games, puzzles and activities 
to invite them to follow Luke’s path 
to Christmas. Each day of Advent 
offers an age-appropriate scripture 
verse, reflection and activity that 
enriches children’s understanding of 
the festival of Christmas.

Order Code 28-641STORIES AND ACTIVITIES FOR ADVENT

Get Ready for 

CHRISTMAS
Saint Lukewith

27

December 22

Joseph too went 
up from Galilee.      
              —Luke 2:4

Journey to Bethlehem. Joseph 
and Mary lived in Galilee, far to the north 
of Bethlehem. Luke tells us that they had to 
travel to Bethlehem, about a hundred miles 
away. It was almost time for Mary to have her 
baby. 

Can you help Joseph & Mary find their way 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem?

Are you traveling to see others? Are you getting ready 
for people to visit you? Put 1 straw in the basket for 

each way you are getting ready today.

29

December 24

She gave birth to 
her firstborn son. 
—Luke 2:7

In the manger. Jesus was born in a 
manger. That’s the name for a box from which 
animals eat their food. 

You can read the story here, but you’ll  
have to find the missing letters to finish the 
story in the animals gathered in the manger! 
Each missing letter goes in more than one 
word. It might even be used twice in the same 
word.

Is your basket 
bed filled with 
straw for baby Je-
sus?  If not, put in 
5 straws for each 
animal sound you 
can make!

Answer: She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Sh__        __rapp__d        hi__        in        s__addling         __loth__s      

and        laid        hi__        in        a        __ang__r,         

be__ause        th__r__        __as        no        room        for          

the__        in        th__        inn.

Hint: Luke 2:7

e

PRICE FOR ACTIVITY BOOKLETS ON THIS PAGE: (see individual descriptions for order codes)
5 ⅜" x 8 ⅜" | 32 pages | 1-99, $1.09 each | 100-499, $.89 each | 500 + $.69 each

My ADVENT
Adventure

An Advent
Treasure

Hunt
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Order Code 08-691 | Booklet 4" x 6"
16 pages plus stickers | Tree Card 8" tall

1-49, $1.39 each | 50-99, $.1.29 each | 100 + $1.19 each

Waiting for Christmas
Stickers and Stories for Advent

Advent is a season about waiting. So each day of December as we wait for Christmas, 
it is good to remember the reason for this special season. This book of Scripture 

and stickers, along with the little tree that goes with it, is a special way for family to 
recognize the Advent season and count the days to Christmas. For each day a mes-

sage and Scripture passage are read inviting the reader to put a 
sticker on their “Advent” tree. On Christmas Day the waiting 
will be finished and the “Advent” tree now transforms into a 
Christmas tree. Includes book, stickers and die-cut tree.

Welcoming Jesus
An Advent Sticker Book

Help children enter into the mysteries of Jesus’ Advent in ev-
ery age: the Old Testament yearning for a messiah, the Gospel 
stories of Jesus’ birth, and the New Testament promises that 
Jesus will come to us again. Twenty-four colorful stickers mark 

the days of December, together with family-friendly prayers, 
scripture verses, stories and suggested activities. A fun 
Advent treat for children and the whole family to enjoy. 
Includes book, stickers and sticker card.

Order Code 20-645 | Booklet 4" x 6"
32 pages plus stickers | Sticker Card 8 ½" x 11"

1-49, $1.39 each | 50-99, $.1.29 each | 100 + $1.19 each

Preparing for Jesus
Stickers and Stories for Advent

How did people welcome Jesus when he was born? How can we 
welcome Jesus today? Help children discover meaningful answers 
to these questions with a playful book of stickers and stories for 
Advent. Stickers are bound right into the center of the booklet, 
so that children can search for the right sticker to complete each 
daily story. Bring scripture verses, child-sized reflections, and art 
together to help children enter into the rich meaning of Christmas. 
Includes book, stickers and sticker card.

Order Code 26-625 | Booklet 4" x 6"
32 pages plus stickers | Sticker Card 8 ½" x 11"

1-49, $1.39 each | 50-99, $.1.29 each | 100 + $1.19 each
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Advent Chain Activity Books
An Advent Chain is a way of counting the ways 
until Christmas...but these Advent Chains do 
much more! In Advent Alphabet, each day a 
theme about the Christmas story is presented in 
alphabetical order. In Journey to Bethlehem and 
God is with Us, each day a person, place or event 
is presented from the Nativity story. All versions 
also include an activity, puzzle or a thought for 
the day plus a Bible verse that complements the 
theme of the day. Each day a strip of the page 
is trimmed to continue building the chain. A full 
version of Luke 2:1-20 is included for reading on 
Christmas. 4" x 6" | 32 pages | See each chain for 
order code.           Cost: 1-99, $1.09 each

100-499, $.89 each
500 + $.69 each

Christmas Creche
Perfect for Advent or Christmas, this do-
it-yourself manger scene is easily cut and 
assembled in less than an hour. Printed 
on high quality, glossy card stock, this 
creche, once completed, features double 
sided characters that allow for a greater 
flexibility when placed around the manger 
background. A great way to keep Christ in 
your families thoughts this season.

Order Code 14-662
Three, 8 ½" x 11" card stock sheets
1-49, $.99 each | 50-99, $.89 each

100 + $.79 each

GOD
IS WITH US

AN ADVENT
CHAIN

Journey to

Bethlehem
an Advent Chain & Activity Book

Order Code 
18-623Order Code 

26-627

an Advent Chain & Activity Book

Advent
Alphabet NEW!

Order Code 
28-647
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From Heaven Above
Order Code 18-591

Limited Quantities!

Joy to the World!

Joy to the World was written by Lee Harre with illustrations by Ed Koehler.
© Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 24-511

1. Who were the people in the Old
Testament who told the world that a 
Savior was coming? Hebrews 1:1-2

2. In what form did the prophet Isaiah
say that the savior would arrive?
Isaiah 11:6

3. Who was the woman God chose to 
carry his only Son, Jesus? Luke 2:19

4. Who came to tell Mary that she was 
going to be the mother of Jesus?
Luke 1:26-38

5. Who did Mary visit after hearing from 
the angel about Jesus? Luke 1:39-40

6. Who was Elizabeth’s husband?
Luke 1:5

7. Who was going to be born to
Elizabeth and Zechariah? Luke 1:62-63

8. What did John the Baptist tell the 
people to go and do? Matthew 3:3

9. Whom did God choose to be
the Father of Jesus? Luke 1:27

10. How did the angel come to tell
Joseph that Jesus was on the way?
Matthew 1:20-21

11. What town did Mary and Joseph
travel to? Luke 2:4

12. Why did Mary and Joseph have
to go to Bethlehem? Luke 2:1-3

13. Why couldn’t Mary and Joseph
come to rest in an inn? Luke 2:7

14. What was wrapped around the baby 
Jesus to keep him warm? Luke 2:7

15. Where did Mary lay Jesus when it
was time for him to sleep? Luke 2:7

16. Who did the angel appear to on that 
first Christmas? Luke 2:8-9

17. What kind of news did the angel
come to share? Luke 2:10-12

18. What did the shepherds see once
they heard the news about  Jesus?
Luke 2:13

19. Where did the shepherds go after
the angels left? Luke 2:15-16

20. When the shepherds arrived in
Bethlehem, who were the three people 
they saw? Luke 2:16

21. Who came from far away to see the 
Baby Jesus? Matthew 2:1-2

22. What helped the wise men know
which direction to go to find Jesus?
Matthew 2:2

23. What gifts did the wise men bring
with them on their trip to see Jesus?
Matthew 2:11

24. What is the gift that Jesus gives
that last forever? John 3:16

As Christmas approaches, let’s celebrate the good news that we are all saved through
the birth of God’s son, Jesus! Starting on December 1st read the question for the day below,

(the Bible verses will help you) then open the numbered window on the front to
find words and pictures inside that give you the answer.
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Joy to the World
Order Code 24-511

Advent Window Calendars
Invite your children to actively participate in Advent anticipation. During each day of December children 
answer a bible or nativity based question and are then directed to open a window on the front that gives 
them the answer in both pictures and Scripture.

5 ½" x 8 ½" 
See each calendar for order codes
1-49, $.99 each | 50-199, $.89 each

200+, $.75 each

Advent/Christmas Prayer Table Tent
Help your children to pray during Advent with this unique 
2-sided table tent. Featuring an age-appropriate Advent 
prayer on one side and a Christmas prayer on the 
other. This table tent is perfect for the dinner table 
or child's night stand.

God of Love,
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us.

He is a sign of your love.
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent,

As we wait and prepare for his coming.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior.

Amen.

Dear Jesus,
thank you for wanting to be with us

so much that you became a person like me.
Help me every day to know about you

so that I can be more like you were
and help others by my words and actions. Amen.

ADVENT

From Heaven Above!

1. Who were the people in the Old
Testament who told the world that a 
Savior was coming? Hebrews 1:1-2

2. In what form did the prophet Isaiah
say that the savior would arrive?
Isaiah 11:6

3. Who was the woman God chose to 
carry his only Son, Jesus? Luke 2:19

4. Who came to tell Mary that she was 
going to be the mother of Jesus?
Luke 1:26-38

5. Who did Mary visit after hearing from 
the angel about Jesus? Luke 1:39-40

6. Who was Elizabeth’s husband?
Luke 1:5

7. Who was going to be born to
Elizabeth and Zechariah? Luke 1:62-63

8. What did John the Baptist tell the 
people to go and do? Matthew 3:3

9. Whom did God choose to be
the Father of Jesus? Luke 1:27

10. How did the angel come to tell
Joseph that Jesus was on the way?
Matthew 1:20-21

11. What town did Mary and Joseph
travel to? Luke 2:4

12. Why did Mary and Joseph have
to go to Bethlehem? Luke 2:1-3

13. Why couldn’t Mary and Joseph
come to rest in an inn? Luke 2:7

14. What was wrapped around the baby 
Jesus to keep him warm? Luke 2:7

15. Where did Mary lay Jesus when it
was time for him to sleep? Luke 2:7

16. Who did the angel appear to on that 
first Christmas? Luke 2:8-9

17. What kind of news did the angel
come to share? Luke 2:10-12

18. What did the shepherds see once
they heard the news about  Jesus?
Luke 2:13

19. Where did the shepherds go after
the angels left? Luke 2:15-16

20. When the shepherds arrived in
Bethlehem, who were the three people 
they saw? Luke 2:16

21. Who came from far away to see the 
Baby Jesus? Matthew 2:1-2

22. What helped the wise men know
which direction to go to find Jesus?
Matthew 2:2

23. What gifts did the wise men bring
with them on their trip to see Jesus?
Matthew 2:11

24. What is the gift that Jesus gives
that last forever? John 3:16

From Heaven Above! was illustrated by Ed Koehler.
© Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press, St. Louis, MO (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 18-591

As Christmas approaches, let’s celebrate the good news that we are all saved through
the birth of God’s son, Jesus! Starting on December 1st read the question for the day below,

(the Bible verses will help you) then open the numbered window on the front to
find words and pictures inside that give you the answer.
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Dear Jesus,
At Christmas we celebrate the great gift you are.

With your birth we learn God’s wish
for all people to be loved.

You showed us how God wants us
to care for and love each person
no matter who they are. Amen.

CHRISTMAS

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press. AllSaintsPress.com  22-475

Order Code 22-475
4" x 8"  (pre-scored to fold to 4" x 4")

1-49, $.37 ea. | 50-99, $.31 ea. | 100 + $.25 ea.

Prepare our hearts and homes for the coming of Jesus.
During the days of Advent read each number below and search for

and open the matching window on the front to learn more.

1. The Prophet Isaiah: Isaiah lived over 700 years before the birth of Jesus. Isaiah’s 
greatest prophecy was that of the birth of our savior, Jesus.

2. Caesar Augustus: Caesar Augustus was the Roman emperor who ordered each 
person to go to his own home town to be counted, thus causing Mary and Joseph 
to travel to Bethlehem.

3. The Angel Gabriel: The message of Jesus was so special that God sent Gabriel to 
deliver the news.

4. Zechariah: Zechariah was married to Mary’s cousin Elizabeth. The angel Gabriel 
appeared to Zechariah to tell him that his wife would soon be pregnant with a 
son.

5. Elizabeth: The son Elizabeth was carrying was to be named “John,” meaning “The 
Lord is Gracious”. John would grow up to be know as “John the Baptist,” the man 
who baptized Jesus.

6. Mary: Mary lived in Nazareth and was engaged to be married to Joseph. Little did 
she know at the time that God had great plans for her.

7. Joseph: An angel appeared to Joseph and told him to trust Mary. The angel said 
that Mary’s child should be named Jesus. Joseph did what the angel said and took 
Mary as his wife.

8. The Annunciation: This is when God sent the Angel Gabriel to Mary to tell her the 
news that she would be the mother of Jesus.

9. The Visitation: Mary was very surprised that Gabriel had told her she would have 
a baby. She went to see her cousin Elizabeth, who Gabriel said would also have 
a baby.

10. The Magnificat: Upon seeing her cousin Mary responded with this joyous prayer.

11. John the Baptist: John was the son promised by God to Elizabeth and Zechariah. 
When John grew up he told the people to prepare for the coming King.

12. Nazareth: Joseph and Mary lived in the town of Nazareth.

13. King David: David was the first great king in the nation of Israel. God promised 
that someone from David’s family (Jesus) would be king forever.

14. Bethlehem: This is the town where Jesus was born. Mary and Joseph were re-
quired to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem when Caesar required everyone to 
travel to their home town to be counted.

15. The Inn: Another name for a hotel is an “inn.” When Mary and Joseph got to 
Bethlehem, they needed to find a place to stay, but because of the crowds they 
were told that there was not any room for them.

16. Swaddling Cloths: Swaddling cloths were long strips of cloth which Mary 
wrapped around Jesus to keep him warm. It was the custom in those times to 
wrap a new born baby very tightly in these cloths.

17. Manger: Because there was no room in Bethlehem, Mary had to have her baby 
in the place where the animals were kept. The new baby Jesus was placed in a 
manger, or feeding box for animals.

18. Shepherds: On the night Jesus was born, there were many shepherds on the hills 
around Bethlehem watching over flocks of sheep.

19. Angels: On the night that Jesus was born, God sent an angel with a message for 
the shepherds that a very special person was being born. That person was Jesus.

20. Star of Bethlehem: A special thing happened when Jesus was born. A very bright 
star appeared in the sky to announce His birth.

21. Wise Men: After Jesus was born, Wise Men (The Magi) saw an unusual new star 
in the sky and using it as a guide came to look for Jesus. They knew that the star 
told of the birth of a special king.

22. Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh: The Wise Men brought gifts with them for the 
newborn Jesus. Gold is a gift for new royalty, Frankincense is a perfume and 
Myrrh is an anointing oil.

23. King Herod: Herod was the King of Judea at the time Jesus was born. Upon hear-
ing about Jesus’ birth Herod was very worried that this new king, Jesus, would 
take his power from him.

24. Jesus: Jesus is very special because He is God’s son. He taught people about God 
and about the way we should act to be closer to God—and to be our savior.

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM

Journey to Bethlehem was written by Lee Harre with illustrations by Anne Berry and Ed Koehler. © Copyright 2022 by All Saints Press (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 24-513
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Journey to Bethlehem  Order Code 24-513

Holy 
Friends
of Jesus
Saints for 
the Advent 

Season
In this booklet, 
children are 

taught about the 15 saints that the 
Church typically celebrates during 
the Advent/Christmas season. A col-
orful illustration, brief biography and 
a thought starter question highlight 
each saint.

SAINtS of the 
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SEASON

HOLY FRIENDS OF

Jesus

Order Code 18-625 | 4"x 6" | 16 pages
1-99, $.74 each | 100-499, $.64 each 

500 + $.54 each

Blessed
Carlos Acutis
The First Millennial

to be Beatified
This booklet explores 
the life of Carlos Acu-
tis, soon to be the 
first millennial saint. 
Includes biography on 
Acutis and background 
information on the 
beatification and can-
nonization process. A 
matching prayer card 
is also available featur-
ing a brief bio, vitals 
and quotations.

Booklet Order 
Code 28-643
4"x 6" | 16 pgs
1-99, $.74 ea.

100-499, $.64 ea.
500 + $.54 each

Prayer Card Order Code 28-837
4" x 6" | 25-200, $.19 each

225-475, $.17 each | 500 + $.14 each

“The more Eucharist we receive, the 
more we will become like

Jesus, so that on this earth we will 
have a foretaste of heaven.”

– CARLOS ACUTIS

In May 2024 Pope Francis recognized a second 
miracle that was attributed to paving the way for his 

likely canonization in 2025.

Carlos Acutis
B L E S S E D

t h e  f i r s t  m i l l e n n i a l  t o  b e  B e a t i f i e d

Blessed Carlo Acutis (1991-2006) was an Italian 
teenager known for his deep faith and tech skills. 
Born in London and raised in Milan, he loved the 
Eucharist and created a website cataloging Eu-
charistic miracles. Carlo was dedicated to helping 
the poor and marginalized. Diagnosed with leu-
kemia at 15, he offered his suffering for the Pope 
and the Church. He died on October 12, 2006, 
and was beatified on October 10, 2020. Carlo is a 
patron of the internet and youth.

© Copyright 2024 by All Saints Press.
(800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com 28-837

Carlos Acutis
T h e  F i r s t  M i l l e n n i a l  S a i n tNEW!

NEW!
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What is the Rosary?
A Rosary Window Card for Children

This window card invites children to learn the Mysteries 
of the Rosary in a unique way! For each of the 20 myster-
ies the reader is given a brief description and then invited 
to open a window revealing a compelling picture with the 
accompanying mystery text printed on the inside flap. A 
brief thought starter introduces the card and instructions 
to pray the rosary are also included as well.

What is the Rosary?

The five joyful mysteries tell us about Jesus’ birth and childhood. 
1. The Annunciation: Mary is told she will be Jesus’ mother (Luke 1:26-38)
2. The Visitation: Mary visits her pregnant cousin Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-56)
3. The Nativity: Jesus is born in Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-20)
4. The Presentation: Mary goes to the Temple to offer a gift to God  (Luke 2:22-38)
5. The Finding of Jesus in the Temple when he is 12 years old (Luke 2:41-52)

The five luminous mysteries tell us about his life and work on earth. 
6. The Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River (Matthew 3:13-17)
7. The Wedding at Cana where Jesus changes water to wine (John 2:1-12)
8. The Proclamation of the Kingdom: God’s Presence among us (Mark 1:15)
9. The Transfiguration: Jesus appears like he will be after the resurrection (Luke 9:28-36)
10. The First Eucharist: Jesus shares the Last Supper with the disciples (Matthew 26:26-29)

The five sorrowful mysteries tell us about his death. 
11. The Agony in the Garden: Jesus prays for strength in his suffering (Matthew 26:36-56)
12. The Scourging at the Pillar: Jesus is whipped (Matthew 27:20-26)
13. The Crowning with Thorns: Jesus has a thorny crown put on his head (Mat 27:27-30)
14. The Carrying of the Cross: Jesus carries his cross to the execution place (Mat 27:31-33)
15. The Crucifixion: Jesus dies nailed to a cross (Matthew 27:34-60)

The five glorious mysteries tell us about his new life with God—forever!
16. The Resurrection: God gives Jesus a new kind of life (John 20:1-18)
17. The Ascension: Jesus goes up to heaven to be with God (Acts 1:9-11)
18. The Descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles at Pentecost (John 20:19-23)
19. The Assumption of Mary: Mary is taken up to heaven when she dies (John 11:26)
20. The Crowning of Mary as Queen of heaven and earth (Philippians 2:1-11)

What is the Rosary? was written by Steve Mueller with illustrations by Larry Nolte. © Copyright 2014 by All Saints Press
PO Box 190825, St. Louis, MO 63119. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 08-583

The rosary is a prayer that keeps our hands, mouths and minds busy. While our hands count 
off a bead each time we say the Our Father, the Hail Mary or Glory Be to the Father prayers, 
our minds can think about stories of the life of Jesus. We call these stories mysteries, not 
because they need to be solved, but because we can never understand them enough. For 
each mystery open the corresponding window on the front of the card.

To Pray the Rosary
• Begin the rosary at the crucifix by praying the Apostles’ Creed prayer.

• At the first large bead say the Our Father prayer, then for the three beads pray a Hail Mary 
prayer for each of the gifts of faith, hope, and love, then another Our Father prayer.

• For each mystery, begin with the Our Father prayer (the single bead), then recite the Hail 
Mary ten times, and end with Glory Be to the Father prayer.
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20191817Order Code 08-583 | 5 1/2" x 8 1/2"
1-49, $.99 each | 50-199, $.89 each | 200+, $.75 each

Praying the Rosary
A Prayer Book for Young Catholics

This colorful booklet is just right for helping your child learn how 
to pray the rosary and so become a better friend to God and Je-

sus. After a brief introduction, the rosary prayers, 
and  20 mysteries from the lives of Jesus and 

Mary (with helpful Gospel citations 
to learn more), are colorfully listed 
and illustrated. The final pages are 
dedicated to learning how to pray 
the rosary with helpful instructions 
and a "how to" illustration.

Order Code 17-697
4"x 6" | 16 pages

1-99, $.74 each | 100-499, $.64 each 
500 + $.54 each

  Rosary
A Prayer Booklet for 

Young Catholics

 Praying
  the
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The Lord’s Prayer/Our Father 
(said holding the single large bead  

before each decade)

This is the prayer Jesus taught us to pray. It first re-
minds us of what we want to do for God (respect God 
and do what God wants), and then what we want 
God to do for us (give us what we need and forgive 
us when we fail). It shows the way we become better 
friends with God every day.

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen.

11

Joyful Mysteries
The 5 Joyful Mysteries remember Jesus’ birth & childhood. 

1. The Annunciation
Mary is told she will be Jesus’ mother  

(Luke 1:26-38)

2. The Visitation
Mary visits her  

cousin Elizabeth 

 (Luke 1:39-56)

3. The Nativity
Jesus is born in Bethlehem  

(Luke 2:1-20)

4. The Presentation
Mary goes to the  

Temple to offer a 

gift to God  

(Luke 2:22-38)

 

5. The Finding of Jesus in the Temple
 Jesus begins his work for God at 

age 12 (Luke 2:41-52)

Praying the Rosary
A Prayer Guide for Learning the Rosary 

This colorful guide contains illustrations to 
help guide children through the steps to pray 
the rosary, including all essential prayers 
and a list of the mysteries. Printed on heavy 
cardstock, this poster can be used as a com-
panion to the Praying the Rosary book above 
or works well as a stand-alone resource to 
assist children learning the rosary.

Order Code 17-696
8 ½" x 11" | 2-sided

1-49, $.57 each | 50-199, $.47 each 
200 + $.37 each

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen.

O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, 
save us from the fires of hell; 

lead all souls to heaven, 
especially those who have  
most need of your mercy.

Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy, 
our life, our sweetness and our hope. 

To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; 
to you we send up our sighs, 

mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 
Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 

your eyes of mercy toward us; 
and after this, our exile, 

show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. Amen.

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
That we may be made worthy  

of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray:

O God, whose only begotten Son, 
by his life, death, and resurrection, 

has purchased for us the rewards of eternal life, 
grant, we beseech thee, 

that while meditating on these mysteries 
of the most holy rosary of the blessed Virgin Mary, 

we may imitate what they contain 
and obtain what they promise, 

through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sign of the Cross
(said to start the rosary prayer)

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
(said at first, holding the crucifix)

The Lord’s Prayer/Our Father 
(said holding the single large bead  

before each decade)

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen.

The Glory Be 
(said at the end of each decade,  

before the next Our Father)

The Fatima Prayer 
(said after the Glory Be at the end of each decade)

The Hail, Holy Queen  
(said after the final decade)

The Final Prayer   
(said after the Hail, Holy Queen

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The rosary can be said by yourself or with your family or a group at school or at church. If prayed with a group, someone 
usually acts as the prayer leader. In the following prayers, the leader prays the words in blue and everyone else responds with 
the rest of the prayer.

Hail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with you; 

blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners 

now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

The Hail Mary 
(said holding each of the 10 beads in the decade)

RosaryPraying the

Joyful Mysteries
Remembering Jesus’ birth 
& childhood. 
1.  The Annunciation
2.  The Visitation
3.  The Nativity
4.  The Presentation
5.  The Finding of Jesus  

in the Temple

Luminous Mysteries
Remembering Jesus’ work 
on earth. 
6.  The Baptism of Jesus
7.  The Wedding at Cana
8.  The Proclamation 
 of the Kingdom
9.  The Transfiguration 
10. The First Eucharist

Sorrowful Mysteries
Remembering Jesus’  
suffering & death

11.  The Agony in the Garden
12.  The Scourging at the Pillar
13.  The Crowning with Thorns
14.  The Carrying of the Cross
15.  The Crucifixion

Glorious Mysteries
Remembering the fulfillment 
of God’s saving plan.

16.  The Resurrection
17.  The Ascension
18.  The Descent 
 of the Holy Spirit
19.  The Assumption of Mary
20.  The Crowning of Mary

BEGIN with the
Sign of the Cross

The Apostles’ Creed

Our Father

3 Hail Marys

10 Hail Marys

10 Hail Marys

Glory Be

Glory Be

2nd Mystery
followed by the

Our Father

1st Mystery
followed by the

Our Father

Glory Be

3rd Mystery
followed by the

Our Father

Hail Holy Queen
& Final Prayer

10 Hail Marys

10 Hail Marys

END with the
Sign of the Cross

Glory Be

4th Mystery
followed by the

Our Father

Glory Be

5th Mystery
followed by the

Our Father

Glory Be

10 Hail Marys
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This easy-to-use booklet supple-
ments any first Eucharist preparation 
program that a parish offers. "Notes 
for the Parents" offer ideas for how to 
get the whole family involved in the 
First Eucharist process. 

Order Code 02-625
 4" x 6"  | 16 pages

1-99, $.74 each | 100-499, $.64
500 + $.54 each

First Communion Prayer Card
This special First Communion prayer card features eucharis-
tic photo backed with a prayer for First Communion. Printed 
on a thick coated card stock, these oversized 4" x 6" cards 
are a great way to recognize this sacred event. 

Order Code 
17-885

4" x 6" | Sold in 
multiples of 25
25-200, $.19 

225-475, $.17 
500 + $.14 each

Each kit includes a hemmed 12" x 16½" 
white felt banner (including 1½ hem for 
hanging), six colors of felt (blue, purple, 
red, gold, beige and green), instructions, 
patterns, examples and a copy of the 
My First Eucharist booklet (shown 
below). Cutting will be required for let-
ters and symbols. Felt colors may vary 
slightly from those shown. Scissors and 
glue not included.

 Order Code 15-475 | $5.95 each

First Communion 
Banner Kit

Certificates are printed on 5½" x 8½" 14pt card stock (perfect 
size for scrapbooking). Additional certificates available on 
page 23. Order Code 22-751 | 5½" x 8½"  Certificate

1-9, $.39 each | 10-24, $.30 each | 25+ $.21 each

First Communion Certificate

My First
Eucharist

Sharing a Special Meal with Jesus

Kathy coffey

Great Value!
ONLY 

$5.95 each

© Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com  17-885

My Lord Jesus,
I believe that You are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,

and I desire to receive
You into my soul.

I believe it because
you have said it

and I’m ready
to give my life

to maintain this truth.
Amen.

First Communion 
Prayer

CommunionFIRST HOLY

My First 
Eucharist Booklet
Sharing a Special Meal 

With Jesus

NEW!

CertifiCate of

received for the first time  
His Most Sacred Body and Blood in Holy Communion

 On the day of                                                ,

 Church

 Pastor

first Communion

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press 22-751

“This is my body, which will be given for you; 
do this in memory of me.”    –Luke 22:19
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Spending Time with God
A Prayer Book for Children

This small, colorful booklet is just right for helping your child learn 
how to pray and so become a better friend to 

God and Jesus. It not only con-
tains important prayers every child 
should know, but also invites the 
child to learn how to make up his or 
her own prayers of praise, thanks, 
blessing, and responses to the sta-
tions of the cross. 

Order Code 14-661
4"x 6" | 16 pages

1-99, $.74 each | 100-499, $.64 each 
500 + $.54 each1

 A Prayer Book 
for CHILDREN

 Spending 

Godwith
Time
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Prayers of Thanks
God likes to do things for us as any 
good friend would. When we start 
to notice the many ways that God 
is always helping us and giving us 
gifts, we must say “thank you.”

Our Most Important Prayers

THANKS BEFORE MEALS (GRACE)
Bless us, O Lord, and these your gifts 
which we are about to receive from 

your goodness through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

THANKS AFTER MEALS
We give you thanks, generous God, 

for all your gifts which we have received 
from your goodness, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

MY THANK YOU PRAYER
Thank you, God (or Jesus, or the Holy Spirit), for 

(Say here whatever you are most thankful for right now—
your family and friends, a beautiful sunset, 

a good time with others, a good grade in school, 
a safe trip on your vacation, or any other thing 

that you recognize as God’s gift to you.)

I am always surprised at how much you love me 
and give me so many good things. Help me to notice 

your gifts and share them with others when I can.

11

Telling God We Are Sorry
ACT OF CONTRITION

In every friendship there are times when we say and 
do things that hurt others and make being friends 
hard. When this happens, we need to tell our friend 
we are sorry and promise not to hurt our friend again. 
An older word for being sorry is “contrition,” so our 
prayer is called an act of contrition. We can always use 
our own words to say we are sorry, but when we go to 
church and celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation 
with the priest, we can also say this prayer. 

• To do penance means to change 
 my bad behavior.

My God, I am sorry 
for my sins with all my heart. 

In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 

I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 

I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, to sin no more, 

and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 

suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 

Amen.
Prayers to Make the Day Holy

Did You 
Know? 

Holy Cards for Children
Help your children learn their prayers! These prayer cards are reminders to children of some of the most 
beloved and essential Catholic prayers. These cards make a perfect handout throughout the year.

See Individual Order Codes 4" x 6" | Sold in multiples of 25
25-200, $.19 each | 225-475, $.17 each | 500 + $.14 each

Hail Mary, 
full of grace,

the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,

and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour 

of our death.
Amen.

Our Father, 
Who art in Heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name; 
ThyKingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

Amen.

© Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.  17-887

My God, I am sorry for  
my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong

and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you

whom I should love above 
all things. I firmly intend, 

with your help, to do  
penance, to sin no more,

and to avoid whatever leads 
me to sin. Our Savior Jesus 
Christ suffered and died 

for us. In his name,  
my God, have mercy.

Amen.

Act of 
Contrition

My God, I am sorry for  
my sins with all my heart.

© Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 17-889

Glory Be 
to the Father,

and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning,
is now,

and ever shall be,
world without end.

Amen.

Order Code 22-831
(Apostles' Creed)

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com  22-832

 I  I am the Lord your God: you shaLL  
  not have stranGe Gods before me.
 II you shaLL not take the name of 
  the Lord your God In vaIn.
 III  remember to keep hoLy the   
   Lord’s day.
 Iv honor your father and your   
  mother.
 v you shaLL not kILL.
 vI you shaLL not commIt aduLtery.
 vII you shaLL not steaL.
 vIII you shaLL not bear faLse wItness   
  aGaInst your neIGhbor.
 IX you shaLL not covet your    
  neIGhbor’s wIfe.
 X you shaLL not covet your    

neIGhbor’s Goods. 

The Ten 
Commandments

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com  22-831

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God,

the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again 

from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Amen

Order Code 17-887
(Contrition)

Order Code 17-889
(Glory Be)

Order Code 22-832
(Ten Commandments)

Order Code 15-845
(Our Father)

Order Code 15-844
(Hail Mary)
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Pocket Key Tags
Pocket Prayer During Advent

These durable plastic key tags slip on to any key 
ring with a reminder to pray and contemplate 
during the days of Advent or year-round. A great 
handout for the season and beyond. Shown at 
reduced size. See individual order codes. 1 ⅛" x 
2 ⅝" | Sold in 50s | 50-100, $.39 each | 125-450, $.34 
each | 500 + $.27 each

A VOICE
PROCLAIMS:

In the wilderness
prepare the way

of the Lord!
Make straight in 
the wasteland a 
highway for our 

God!

—Isaiah 40:3

© 2018
All Saints 

Press
16-481

AdventAdvent
Prepare the Way

of the Lord

And the Word 
became flesh and 
dwelt among us.
We have seen his 
glory, the glory 
of the one and 
only Son, who 
came from the 
Father, full of 

grace and truth.
—John 1:14

© 2014
All Saints 

Press
08-487

God With Us

God
With Us

16-481

08-487

My God, I am sorry 
for my sins with all my 
heart. In choosing to 

do wrong and failing to 
do good, I have sinned 

against you whom I 
should love above all 
things. I firmly intend, 
with your help, to do 

penance, to sin no 
more, and to avoid 

whatever leads me to 
sin. Our Savior Jesus 

Christ suffered and died 
for us. In His name, my 
God, have mercy. Amen.

—Rite of Penance, #45

© 2012
All Saints 

Press
03-435

A Prayer for

Contrition

AVAILABLE

IN
SPANISH

& ENGLISH

“Just as those
who see the light 
are illuminated
by the light and 

share its brilliance,
so those who see 
God are in God 
and share God’s 

splendor.”
—St. Gregory the Great 

© 2021
All Saints 

Press
22-431

Hope • Peace • Love • Joy

ADVENT

22-431

Advent Wreath Table Tent  These Advent Table Tents 
depict the progressive weekly Advent themes (Hope, Faith/Prepare, 
Joy, Peace) to highlight each week. With Scripture readings and a 
thought for contemplation these attractive table tents are perfect for 
families at the dining table or as a remembrance for the workplace. 

Order Code 18-121 | 3-3/4” x 17” | Sold in multiples of 25
25-100, $.43 each | 125-475, $.35 each | 500 + $.29 each

03-435 (English) 03-439 (Spanish)

that he gave
his only Son,

so that everyone 
who believes in him 

may not die but have 
eternal life.

For God did not send 
his Son into the world 
to be its judge, but to 

be its savior.
John 3:16-17

© 2019
All Saints 

Press
17-491

For God so
loved the world

OUR
LIGHT

17-491

“Therefore the 
Lord Himself will 
give you a sign: 
Behold, a virgin 
will be with child 
and bear a son, 
and she will call 

His name
Emmanuel.

—Isaiah 7:14

© 2014
All Saints 

Press
08-486

A DV E N T

Emmanuel
O Come,

O Come,

08-486

Table Tent for Children
Help your children to pray during Advent with this unique 
2-sided table tent. Featuring an age-appropriate prayers. 
More info on page 13.

Order Code 22-475
Folds to 4" x 4"
1-49, $.37 each

50-99, $.31 each
100 + $.25 each

Pewter Crucifix
Cast from antiqued pewter, this 
crucifix is a great handout to 
recall God's gift of Christ for our 
salvation. John 3:16 is inscribed 
on the back. Key ring not includ-
ed. Shown at reduced size.

Order Code
01-401 (1 ½" x 2")

Sold in multiples of 25 | See 
individual orders codes

25-100, $.99 each | 125-475, $.89 
each | 500 + $.79 each
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PRICE FOR THE BOOKLETS ABOVE:
(see individual descriptions for order codes)

4" x 6" | 16 pages | 1-99, $.74 each | 100-499, $.64 each | 500 + $.54 each

Understanding God’s
Real Presence

This newest addition to our Understand-
ing…Series booklets considers God’s real 
presence as it is presented in Scripture, 
in the Church’s teaching, and especially 
in Christ’s sacramental presence in the 
Eucharist. Along with its companion Un-
derstanding the Mass, it is a practical 
refresher for all parishioners, especially 
those wishing to participate more fully in 
the U.S. Bishops’ call for a National Eucha-
ristic Revival. Order Code 24-334

Understanding the Mass
This booklet is intended to help parishio-
ners grow in their understanding and ap-
preciation of our eucharistic ritual and thus 
to participate more “fully, consciously, and 
actively” as Vatican Council II instructed. It 
provides an overview and explanation of 
each of the parts of the Mass. It is suitable 
for all parishioners, but especially helpful 
for those wishing to participate more fully 
in the U.S. Bishops’ call for a National Eu-
charistic Revival. Order Code 16-325

Steve Mueller

God’s Real
Presence

UNDERSTANDING

1

Understanding

Steve Mueller

Massthe

National Eucharistic Revival
The U. S. Catholic Bishops have invited all Catholics “to renew the Church by enkindling a living 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist.” In order to help your parishioners to 
participate more fully in this three year program, two resources from our "Understanding" Series 
booklets and the Eucharistic Adoration card are particularly suitable for individual parishioners, 
households, RCIA candidates, catechism classes, parish study groups and staff wishing to partici-
pate more fully in the U.S. Bishops’ call for a National Eucharistic Revival.

Eucharistic
Adoration

This card explains how Eu-
charistic Adoration flows 
from our fundamental Chris-
tian eucharistic celebration. 
On the reverse side there is 
a brief explanation of the de-
votional tradition of the Holy 
Hour and a quote from the 
US Bishops explaining the 
importance of Eucharistic 
Adoration.

Order Code 14-168
3 ½" x 8 ½" 

50-200, $.21 each
250-450, $.17 each

500 + $.13 each

Eucharistic Adoration was written by Steve Mueller. © Copyright 2017 by All Saints Press
PO Box 190825, St. Louis, MO 63119. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com.           14-168

“Could You Not Watch One Hour with Me?”
(Mt 26:40)

Holy hours are a devotional tradition of spend-
ing an hour in eucharistic adoration in the presence 
of Christ in the eucharistic bread. Several holy hours 
have been created by the U.S. Bishops to focus our 

prayer time with Jesus on 
peace, life, vocations and other 
important topics for the life of 
the Church and our mission to 
the world. (You can find these 
online in English and Spanish 
at: usccb.org).

Our faith in Christ’s real pres-
ence in the eucharist leads to 
our public expression of that 

faith in eucharistic adoration. This devotion, by 
nourishing our spiritual union with Christ, should 
lead us back to the Mass with a renewed and deep-
ened spirituality and then from the Mass to our dai-
ly task of witnessing to God’s presence in our world 
and building Christ’s kingdom on earth.

“The importance of eucharistic adoration is shown 
in the fact that the Church has a ritual that regu-
lates it: the Rite of Eucharistic 
Exposition and Benediction. 
This is an extension of the 
adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament which occurs 
in every Mass: ‘Behold 
the Lamb of God, behold 
him who takes away the sins 
of the world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of the Lamb.’ Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament flows from the sacrifice of the 
Mass and serves to deepen our hunger for commu-
nion with Christ and the rest of the Church. The 
Rite concludes with the ordained minister blessing 
the faithful with the Blessed Sacrament.”

—The U.S. Bishops

Eucharistic
ADORATION

Deepening Our Communion with Christ

The primary aim of our Christian lives is to 
grow in our relationship with Jesus. The Eucha-
rist is a distinctive way of deepening our ongoing 
communion with God and Christ 
through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The sacramental ritual makes 
Christ present through the priest, 
the gathered community, the Word 
of God and the bread and wine that 
become Christ’s body and blood 
for our daily spiritual nourishment. 
Thus Christ continues to be with us 
even when the eucharistic bread is 
reserved after Mass for distribution to the sick or 
dying, and eucharistic adoration arises when the 
faithful show this blessed sacrament the veneration 

and adoration which is due 
to God.

The exposition of the eu-
charistic bread reminds us 
of Christ’s real presence 
and invites us to deepen 
our communion with him 

in prayer. But though our prayer may be silent and 
private, we must always remember that it is not an 
end in itself. Like Jesus, who prayed alone to God 
through the night (Lk 6:12) and then plunged into 
his daily activity of proclaiming, healing and bring-
ing God’s love to others, we must do the same. 

1

Everyday

A Catholic Prayer 
Companion

P R AY E R S

Everyday Prayers
A Catholic Prayer Companion

Available in English and Spanish versions, this booklet contains the most 
familiar and often used Catholic prayers. Not only are there the Essential 
Prayers and Prayers to Mary, but also included are prayers to use through 
the day and for various occasions. This booklet is perfect for helping children 
learn these beloved prayers but also helpful for adult and family use. A great 
parish gift! English Order Code 07-310  | Spanish Order Code 10-349

4" x 6" | 16 pages | 1-99, $.74 each | 100-499, $.64 each | 500 + $.54 each

AVAILABLE

IN BOTH

ENGLISH & 

SPANISH



Praying the Rosary was written and edited by Steve Mueller.
© 2018 All Saints Press AllSaintsPress.com.  16-191

JOYFUL MYSTERIES
1. The Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38) 

2. The Visitation (Luke 1:39-56) 
3. The Nativity: (Luke 2:1-20) 

4. The Presentation (Luke 2:22-38) 
5. The Finding of Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:41-52) 

LUMINOUS MYSTERIES 
6. The Baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17) 

7. The Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-12) 
8. The Proclamation of the Kingdom (Mark 1:15) 

9. The Transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36) 
10. The First Eucharist (Matthew 26:26-29) 

SORROWFUL MYSTERIES 
11. The Agony in the Garden (Matthew 26:36-56) 
12. The Scourging at the Pillar (Matthew 27:20-26) 

13. The Crowning with Thorns (Mat 27:27-30) 
14. The Carrying of the Cross (Mat 27:31-33) 

15. The Crucifixion (Matthew 27:34-60) 

GLORIOUS MYSTERIES
16. The Resurrection (John 20:1-18) 

17. The Ascension (Acts 1:9-11) 
18. The Descent of the Holy Spirit (John 20:19-23) 

19. The Assumption of Mary (John 11:25-26) 
20. Coronation of the Virgin (2 Cor 5:1-2)

1 2

4. Say the Glory Be.

6. For each of the 10 beads of 
the decade, say a Hail Mary.

7. Say the Glory Be.

8. Continue through all five 
decades. End with Hail, Holy Queen, 

followed by the Final Dialogue & 
Prayer and the Sign of the Cross.

3 4

5

1

2

] 3 4

5

7

6

1. Make the Sign of the Cross. 
say the Apostles’ Creed.

6

2. On the first bead, say 
an Our Father.

3. On each of the next 
three beads, say one 
Hail Mary.

5. For each of the five decades 
(set of 10 beads), announce the 
Mystery then say the Our Father.

7 8

8

Mysteries of the Rosary

How to Pray the Rosary

PRAYING THE
ROSARY

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS  (said to begin the prayer and recall God’s presence)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED (said at first, holding the crucifix)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Vir-
gin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he 
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and 
the dead.I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER/OUR FATHER (said before each decade)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy king-
dom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. Amen

HAIL MARY (said holding each of the 10 beads in the decade)
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the 
hour of our death. Amen.

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER (said at the end of each decade)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world with-
out end. Amen.

THE FATIMA PRAYER (said after the Glory Be at the end of each decade)
O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell; 
lead all souls to heaven, especially those who have most need of 
your mercy. Amen.

HAIL, HOLY QUEEN  (said after the final decade)
Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness and 
our hope. To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to 
you we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley 
of tears. Turn, then, most gracious advocate, your eyes of mercy 
toward us; and after this, our exile, show unto us the blessed 
fruit of your womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin 
Mary. Amen.

FINAL DIALOGUE & PRAYER (said after the Hail, Holy Queen)
O God, whose only begotten Son, by his life, death, and resur-
rection, has purchased for us the rewards of eternal life, grant, 
we beseech thee, that while meditating on these mysteries of the 
most holy rosary of the blessed Virgin Mary, we may imitate 
what they contain and obtain what they promise, through the 
same Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Pocket Reference

Prayers of the Rosary

Praying the Rosary
A Way into the Heart

of the Gospel
This colorful illustrated book-
let is the perfect companion 
for those learning to pray the 
rosary, especially those in the 
RCIA. After a brief history of 
rosary prayers, it explains the 
familiar Marian rosary and 
identifies the 20 mysteries 
from the lives of Jesus and 

Mary (with helpful Gospel citations to learn more) to pon-
der as one says the prayers and keeps track on his or her 
beads. Order Code 16-327

Praying the Rosary: A 
Pocket Reference

Contains the essential information for 
praying the rosary. Includes essential 
prayers, mysteries 
and an easy "how 
to" guide all printed 
on a reusable card. 

Order Code 16-191
 3 1/2" x 8 1/2"

Sold in multiples of 50
50-200, $.21 each

250-450, $.17 each
500 + $.13 each

Companion to Praying the Rosary Booklet!

A Way into the Heart of the Gospel

Rosary

praying 
the
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PRICE FOR BOOKLETS ON THIS PAGE: (see individual descriptions for order codes)
4" x 6" | 16 pages | 1-99, $.74 each | 100-499, $.64 each | 500 + $.54 each

Understanding
Jesus

Jesus is the most notable per-
son who ever lived. Christians 
believe that he was not only a 
real historical person who lived, 
suffered and died two centuries 
ago but also that he shared in 
God’s divine being in a unique 
way. This booklet offers readers 
a brief summary of who Jesus 
was and what he did that helps 
us understand how important 
He is for us as Christians. A prac-
tical guide for all parishioners, 
RCIA participants and study 
groups.  Order Code 19-386

Understanding 
Prayer

Prayer is our attempt to main-
tain and deepen our relationship 
with God. Since every relation-
ship depends on communication 
to keep alive, so our relationship 
with God needs time set aside 
to celebrate God’s presence in 
us. This booklet is intended to 
encourage readers to grow in 
their ongoing relationship with 
God through prayer. It provides 
and overview of prayer in the 
Bible, in the Church’s liturgy and 
sacraments, and in our personal 
lives. Order Code 19-387

Steve Mueller

Prayer
UNDERSTANDING

Steve Mueller

Jesus
UNDERSTANDING

SAints
UNDERSTANDING THE

Steve Mueller

Understanding
the Saints

For centuries, the understand-
ing of "Saints" identified those 
whom the Church had declared 
as exemplary honored Chris-
tians. But after Vatican II the 
Church recognized that through 
baptism, each of us were called 
to be holy so we are all meant 
to be saints. This booklet helps 
readers to recognize the call of 
all Christians to holiness and 
provides an overview of how the 
Church has officially recognized 
certain Christians as examples 
of "holy lives." Order Code 19-388
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Introducing our selection 
of "Saints" Holy Cards. 
Each card has original 

artwork on the front with a 
biography, prayer and vital 

statistics on the back. 
14pt UV Coated Stock

2 ¾" x 4 ¼"
Sold only in multiples

of 25 cards

25-200, $.16 each
225-475, $.13 each

500 + $.10 each

St. Teresa of Avila  (Order Code 26-727)

St. Thomas Aquinas
(Order Code 26-728)

St. Joan of Arc
(Order Code 26-729)

St. Maximilian Kolbe
(Order Code 26-730)

St. Vincent de Paul
(Order Code 26-731)

St. Bede
(Order Code 26-732)

Augustine of Hippo
(Order Code 26-733)

St. Monica
(Order Code 26-734)

St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus
(Order Code 26-735)

St. John Bosco
(Order Code 26-736)

St. John Neumann
(Order Code 26-737)

Additional Saints Holy Cards
available on AllSaintsPress.com

St. Teresa of Ávila, mystic and guide in
the spiritual life, we seek your intercession.
Inspire us to deepen our prayer, seek union 
with God, and embrace a life of humility 
and surrender. Help us to journey on the 
path of holiness with courage and trust. 

Amen.

St. Teresa of Ávila
St. Teresa of Ávila was a Spanish mystic, writer, 
and reformer. Known for her spiritual writings 
and teachings on prayer and contemplation, 
she played a significant role in the Counter-
Reformation. She founded numerous convents, 
emphasizing a return to the original spirit of the 
Carmelite Order. Her profound spirituality, re-
silience, and dedication to reform continue to 
inspire seekers of divine union.

f f
© Copyright 2023 by All Saints Press. AllSaintsPress.com  26-727

• Born: March 28, 1515, Ávila, Spain
• Died: October 4, 1582 (age 67), Alba de Tormes, Spain

• Canonized: April 12, 1622 by Pope Gregory XV
• Feast Day: October 15

St. Anthony of Padua (Order Code 26-711)
St. Bernadette of Lourdes (Order Code 26-712)

St. Boniface (Order Code 26-713)
St. Catherine of Alexandria (Order Code 26-714)

St. Catherine of Siena (Order Code 26-715)
St. Cecilia (Order Code 26-716)

St. Christopher (Order Code 26-717)
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (Order Code 26-718)

St. Elizabeth of Hungary (Order Code 26-719)
St. Francis of Assisi (Order Code 26-720)

St. Kateri Tekakwitha (Order Code 26-721)
St. Louise de Marillac (Order Code 26-722)

St. Lucy (Order Code 26-723)
St. Michael the Archangel (Order Code 26-724)

St. Pio of Pietrelcina (Order Code 26-725)
St. Rose of Lima (Order Code 26-726)

Additional Holy Cards Available. Order online at AllSaintsPress.com
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Price for Prayer cards on Pages 21 & 22 (prayers on the back can be viewed at AllSaintsPress.com)
4" x 6" | Sold in multiples of 25 | 25-200, $.19 each | 225-475, $.17 each | 500 + $.14 each

For his love
endures forever.

—Psalm 118:1

Give

TO THE LORD
for he is good

Thanks

darkness

light

The people walking in

have seen a great

On those living in the 
land of deep

darkness a light
has dawned.

—Isaiah 9:2

Just as those who see the

are illuminated by the

and share its brilliance, 
so those who see God, 

are in God,
and share God’s

splendor.

—St. Gregory the Great

light

light

NEW! NEW! NEW!

NEW! NEW! NEW!

NEW! NEW! NEW!

Order Code 28-841 (Thanksgiving) Order Code 28-842 (Advent) Order Code 28-843 (Advent)

Order Code 28-844 (Christmas) Order Code 28-845 (Christmas) Order Code 28-846 (Holy Family)

Order Code 28-847 (St. Joseph) Order Code 28-848 (St. Nicholas) Order Code 28-849 (Immaculate Conception)
for kids and families
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Order Code 18-829
(St. Nicholas) for Kids & Families

The earth has
yielded its harvest,

for God has blessed us.
—Psalm 67

Give

TO THE LORD
for he is good

Thanks

Order Code 02-829
Contrition

Order Code 16-859
Immaculate Conception

Order Code 24-857
Christ the King

Order Code 26-891
Thanksgiving

Order Code 24-858
Holy Family

Order Code 28-838
Jubilee 2025

Order Code 26-892
Advent

light
The true

which enlightens 
everyone,

was coming
into the world.

—John 1:9

Advent
Prepare the Way

of the Lord

Order Code 24-852
Advent

Order Code 26-895
Christmas

Order Code 26-893
Advent

Order Code 26-894
Christmas

Order Code 22-815
Christmas

Order Code 24-855
Christmas

Order Code 22-813
Advent

Order Code 24-856
Family Advent/Christmas

NEW!
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Advent Bulletin 
Insert

See Page 6 for description.

Spanish Code 28-259
50-200, $.21 each

 250-450, $.17 each 
500 + $.13 each

A TRAVÉS DEL ADVIENTO CON EL

PAPA FRANCISCO
& HENRI J.M. NOUWEN

El que Viene
JESÚS

Written by Steve Mueller. © Copyright 2024 by All Saints Press (800) 923-8618 & AllSaintsPress.com. 28-261

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Be Vigilant

Jesus asks us
to be attentive 
to the signs of 
his presence 

with us.
Luke 21:36

Jesus Will
Come to
Heal Us 

Let us trust in 
Jesus’ love for 

us.
Matthew 8:8

Change our Hearts, 
Holy Spirit!

Ask God’s Holy 
Spirit to trans-

form us. 

Isaiah 11:2-3

Jesus Fed  
the Hungry

What can we do 
this Advent to 

help the hungry?

Matthew 15:32

Jesus Opened the Eyes
of the Blind

Open your eyes 
to notice those 
who need help 

today.

Psalm 27:1

Jesus Sends Us to Do 
His Work Today

Do something 
good today 

without seeking 
thanks.

Matthew 10:8

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Prepare the Way

Let us remove 
any obstacles 
for God to 

draw near to us 
today.
Luke 3:4

Do Not  
Be Afraid!

Like Mary, let 
Christ be born 
again in you 

today.
Luke 1:30-32

Find  
the Lost! 

Notice those who 
are left out and 

include them in. 

Matthew 18:12-14

God Will Not  
Get Weary

Ask God to give 
you strength to 

change your life.

Isaiah 40:28-31

God Comes to  
Dwell with Us

Ask God to stay 
with you today. 

Zechariah 2:14

Follow God’s  
Ways! 

God has taught 
us how to live 

in love and 
service.

Isaiah 48:17-18

Heed
the Warnings
Be more

attentive today
to see the signs

of Jesus’ coming.

Matthew 17:11-12

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Rejoice in the Lord!

How might I 
show my joy 

that Christmas 
will soon be 

here? 
Philippians 4:4

God Is Hidden,  
but Near 

Ask God to open 
your eyes to 

God’s presence.

Numbers 24:15-17

Jesus Fulfills 
 Israel’s Hopes

All of Israel’s 
history leads to 

Jesus. 

Matthew 1:1-17

Joseph  
Accepts Jesus

Like Joseph, 
let us decide to 
focus our life on 

Jesus. 
Matthew 1:18-25

God Is  
Our Hope 

When God 
comes to us, our 
lives will change. 

Psalm 71:5-6

Nothing Is Impossible 
for God!

Mary’s “yes” 
makes God to be 

one of us.

Luke 1:36-38

Blessed Are You  
who Believed!

Like Elizabeth 
and Mary, how 

can we share our 
joy.

Luke 1:39-45

22 23 24

Sharing the
Good News

How might I 
share my Christ-
mas beliefs with 

others today?

Blessed Are You!

Like Elizabeth,
let us extend
ourselves to

others and share
our joy.

The Lord  
Is Coming! 

Pray with Zecha-
riah to complete 

your Advent 
preparation.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Act on  
God’s Word

Trust in God 
is expressed in 

our daily loving 
actions.

Matthew 7:24-25

St. Francis Xavier

25

Our Savior
Is Born

Rejoice because 
God’s love is 

revealed in Jesus. 

Luke 1:45 Luke 1:41-42 Luke 1:67-79 John 1:14

Daily Thoughts and Scripture Readings to Prepare for Christ’s Coming

Adviento 2024
December St. Ambrose

Immaculate Conception Our Lady of Guadalupe St. Lucy St. John of the Cross

Christmas
A Christmas Blessing

On this day illumined by the gospel hope which springs from the 
humble stable of Bethlehem, I invoke the Christmas gift of joy and 
peace upon all: upon children and the elderly, upon young people 
and families, the poor and the marginalized. May Jesus, who was 
born for us, console all those afflicted by illness and suffering. May 
he sustain those who devote themselves to serving our brothers and 
sisters who are most in need. Happy Christmas to all!

—Pope Francis

2024 Advent
Calendar

See Page 5 for description

Order Code 28-269
(Spanish)

50-200, $.21 each | 250-450, 
$.17 each 500 + $.13 each

PREPAREMOS EL
CAMINO DEL SEÑOR

Reflexiones de Adviento del 

Papa Francisco

¡Ahora es el

Momento!
Now is the Time

Advent Reflections
from Pope Francis

See Page 3 for description

Order Code 20-389 (Spanish)
4" x 6" | 16 pages

1-99, $1.09 each | 100-499, $.89  
each 500 + $.69

Order Code 10-349 (Spanish)
1-99, $.74 each | 100-499, $.64 

each 500 + $.54 each

1

Oraciones

Compañero para la 
Oración Católica 

D I A R I A SEveryday Prayers
A Catholic Prayer Companion

See Page 18 for description

Jesus,
The Coming One

Advent Reflections from Pope 
Francis & Fr. Henri Nouwen
See Page 3 for description

Order Code 18-359 (Spanish)
1-99, $1.09 each | 100-499, $.89  

each 500 + $.69

Certificates are printed on 5½" x 8½" 14pt card stock
(perfect size for scrapbooking).

See each 
certificate for 

individual order 
codes.

1-9, $.39 each 
10-24, $.30 each

25+ $.21 each

CertifiCate of

received for the first time  
His Most Sacred Body and Blood in Holy Communion

 On the day of                                                ,

 Church

 Pastor

first Communion

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press 22-751

“This is my body, which will be given for you; 
do this in memory of me.”    –Luke 22:19

received for the first time  
His Most Sacred Body and Blood  

in Holy Communion

Date

Church

Pastor

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press 22-752

CertifiCate of

first Communion

“This is my body, which will be given for you; 
do this in memory of me.”

                                                   –Luke 22:19

CertifiCate of

Celebrated for the first time 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation

 On the day of         ,

 Church

 Pastor

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press 22-755

reConCiliation

“ I am the good shepherd, I know mine and mine know me.
        –John 10:14

Order Code 22-751 (First Communion)

Order Code 22-755 (First Reconcilliation)
Order Code 22-752
(First Communion)

Certificates

Order Code 22-757
(Confirmation)

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful; 
and kindle in them the fire of your love.

 On the                            day of                                           ,

 Church

 By

was sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit 
and was

Confirmed
in faith in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

CertifiCate of

Confirmation

© Copyright 2021 by All Saints Press 22-757

NEW!

POPE FRANCIS
Reflexiones de Adviento del 

ESPERANZA
Peregrinos de

para el Año Jubilar 2025 

Pilgrims of Hope
Advent Reflections from

Pope Francis
for the Jubilee Year

See Page 2 for description

Order Code 28-379 (Spanish)
1-99, $1.09 each | 100-499, $.89  

each 500 + $.69

NEW!

Spanish Language Resources

Adviento
SAYING “YES” TO GOD

The will of God is to make each of us “full of grace,” just like Mary. A wonderfully 
appropriate Scripture passage for Advent, the Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38) is a 
main part of the Christmas story.

Christ became human because Mary was willing to yield to 
“the power of the Most High.” Without Mary’s assent 

at the Annunciation, God’s plan for the Incarnation 
would have had to unfold another way. Mary’s co-
operation was essential, for God does not force his 
creatures to bend to his will. Rather, we are invited to 
cooperate with grace.

Mary serves as a model for each of us who have also been in-
vited to cooperate with God’s transforming presence. Christ 
can only be born in us if we, like Mary, are willing to say 

“Yes” to God’s invitation and open ourself to the life-giving 
power of the Holy Spirit. Like Mary, we are all called to nur-
ture and give birth to Jesus so that he may be born anew in 
our hearts and in our world.

When Mary said “Yes” to God, Christmas became possible. She agreed 
to bear Jesus in her womb. During Advent, each one of us needs to be 
able to say our own “Yes” to God as we prepare to celebrate Christmas—

and bear Jesus in our hearts.

YES to what has been... We affirm that Jesus was truly the Son of 
God, our Emmanuel, God-With-Us. We also believe that through his 

life, death and resurrection, he saved us from sin and death. Advent 
is a time for us to acknowledge that Christ came to save us, and 

he did just that by his dying and rising.

YES to what is... God is with us in all the joys and the 
sorrows of our lives. More than just a random collection 

of atoms, our lives are blessings given to 
us by God according to the divine 

plan. Advent prepares us to cel-
ebrate the presence of God in 
our lives and in the lives of oth-
er people, especially the poor.

YES to whatever will be... 
Lord of time itself, God presides 
over the future, each tomorrow as 
well as every millennium. As we 
yearn for the full coming of the 
kingdom of God, our desire for the 
coming of Christ gets renewed in Advent.

The Season of Affirmation

NEW!

NEW!



All Saints Press will gladly invoice parishes that have their orders billed and shipped to the church or rectory. MasterCard and Visa 
are also accepted. All orders are shipped either same day or next working day if possible. If you supply us with an email address 
we will be able to send you information concerning the status of your order. Most orders (but not all) will be shipped via FedEx 
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THERE ARE FOUR WAYS TO PLACE YOUR ORDER:

BILL & SHIP TO NAME:

ATTENTION:

STREET ADDRESS:
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DESCRIPTION CODE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL

• Call: (800) 923-8618 weekdays 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM (CT)
• Visit our website: AllSaintsPress.com
• Fax your order: (888) 549-3835
• Mail your order: All Saints Press, PO Box 190825, St. Louis, MO 63119

Important Ordering Information

Order Form

NO CREDIT CARD 
NEEDED! We will 
gladly bill you for 
your order. 24 

hour shipping & no 
handling charges!

 
24 Words of Grace 800.923.8618

Words of Grace is a quarterly booklet of Daily Reflections & Prayers for 
Catholics that connects the daily Scripture readings from the Mass 
with the treasury of wisdom found in the Church’s rich spiritual tradi-
tion. Besides offering a brief daily reflection related to the Mass read-
ings and a thought provoking prayer starter question, this handy and 
easy-to-use booklet also offers a variety of other engaging features: RACE

Words of

Daily Reflections & G
Prayers for Catholics

October hNovember hDecember 2024• Bible Background • On This Day • Catholic Talk
• Food for Thought

Perfect for parishes and prayer groups this handy, 100 page, 4" x 6" 
booklet can be purchased on either a quarterly or continuing basis for 
surprisingly affordable prices.

10-49 copies, $.86 each | 50-199 copies, $.76 each
200-499 copies, $.66 each | 500+ copies, $.56 each

Quarterly
Price

Order Code 52-901 for the October-December 2024 issue.


